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Note to Readers

To facilitate the reading process—and for economy of space—all  
citations within the text have been referenced to a numbered compre-

hensive bibliography placed at the back of this volume. Citations are pre-
sented by number alone, by number and page(s), or by author(s), number 
and page(s).

Also, within the text of the individual chapters, place names (e.g., 
Moscow), proper names (e.g., Yeltsin), and familiar terms (e.g., glasnost) 
have been rendered in spellings that are familiar to Western readers. 
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Dedication
Alexander Ivanovich Yuriev (1942–2020)

We dedicate this volume to our friend, colleague, and collaborator  
Alexander Ivanovich Yuriev, who passed away November 26, 2020, 

from Covid-19.
In the preface to this series, reprinted here in Volume Two, we intro-

duced readers to Alexander, or at least to our introduction to Alexander, 
in the tale of our 1992 visit to what we called “Stalin’s Dacha.” The result 
of that visit was a years-long collaboration, replete with exchanges, vis-
its, discussions, and affection—a relationship that lasted until Alexander’s  
death in 2020. We came to know his wife, Valentina Fedorovna, and 
his daughter, Maria Alexandrovna Konovalova (Masha). And we were 
devastated by news of his death, especially coming right after what we  
had hoped would be another opportunity to visit Alexander and his  
family—a conference in St. Petersburg that had to convert to a virtual  
format because of the Covid-19 virus.

Alexander Yuriev was an innovative and forward-looking scholar. 
When we first met him, as we noted in the preface, he was running a 
training workshop for the regional governors, all newly appointed by 
Boris Yeltsin, teaching them, among other things, how to interact with the 
media—something Soviet politicos and apparatchiks had never had to do.

Alexander was born in 1942, in the village of Bolshoe in the Yaro-
slavl oblast, about 170 miles from Leningrad; his mother, pregnant with 
Alexander, had evacuated from Leningrad over the ice on Lake Ladoga. 
Although the German Army encircled Leningrad in the Fall of 1941, some 
evacuations of women and children continued through March 1943. (346) 
They returned to the city in 1945, just before Alexander’s third birthday. 
According to Masha, little Alexander was given a large teapot to take care 
of during the journey home, something he often talked about. Alexander’s 
father was an engineer and his mother a teacher.

As a young man, he first worked at a ship-building factory (1960–
1962), then was drafted into the Army (1962–1965). During his Army 
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service, which overlapped the Cuban Missile Crisis, Alexander was sent to 
Cuba; he worked monitoring US military communications, likely includ-
ing bases of the Air Defense Command (ADC), the Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC), and radio communications to and from pilots. It was this 
experience that sparked Alexander’s interest in politics and led him to 
pursue political psychology.

David learned of this in a roundabout way in 1992, while driving 
Alexander from Iowa City, Iowa, to Kirksville, Missouri, a route that 
passes close to a number of current and former US missile silos and other 
defense-related sites.

After his tour of duty, Alexander worked at the Northern Machine 
Building Factory (1965–1969), which was part of the Soviet military 
nuclear industrial complex. Then, in 1969, at the age of twenty-seven, 
he enrolled at Leningrad State University, graduating from the Faculty 
of Psychology in 1977. Upon completing his degree, Alexander began 
working in the area of psychological assessment of professionals and the 
special psychological preparation of personnel for work under extreme 
conditions. For this work he received the USSR State Prize. We believe it 
was during this period that he worked at the Gagarin Cosmonaut Train-
ing Center in Zvezdny (Star City), evaluating prospective cosmonauts to 
determine their psychological fitness for the program.

In 1982, Alexander embarked on a career in teaching and research 
at Leningrad State University (after 1992 known as Saint Petersburg State 
University), focusing on the development of political psychology as a new 
scholarly field in Russia, and in 1989 he created the first department of 
political psychology in the USSR. His work gained international attention 
at this time, and in 1990 he joined the International Society of Political 
Psychology, wrote the “Ethical Code of the Political Psychologist,” and 
began serving on the editorial boards of several foreign academic jour-
nals. He also wrote a number of monographs, including Introduction to 
Political Psychology (1992) and Systematic Description of Political Psychol-
ogy (1997). In short, he laid the foundation, in the nation’s universities, 
for the training of specialists in political psychology, consulting for polit-
ical parties, government officials, and members of the public. He viewed 
politics as the science for the study, design, formation, and implementa-
tion of governmental power; and he understood political activity to be 
an extreme form of professional work. He believed that the ability to set 
political goals was the primary basis for obtaining real power.
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During perestroika, Alexander began putting his philosophy to 
work, developing workshops to prepare experts as consultants to govern-
ment and political parties in the USSR. Beginning in 1986, he developed 
training workshops for Party and government leaders at the federal and 
regional levels in the “Diuny” Center (Дюны) outside Leningrad. In 1991 
he led the training of the first cohorts of Russian governors and presi-
dential representatives at the “Osinovaia roshcha” (Осиновая Роща) aca-
demic center outside Leningrad (which is where David and Marilyn met 
Alexander in 1992, along with Vladimir Vasiliev. Vasiliev was Director of 
the center, while Alexander was Chief Scientist).

Upon returning to the United States that January 1992, David,  
Marilyn, and Michael formed the International Center for the Advance-
ment of Political Communication and Argumentation, based at Florida  
State University in Tallahassee, with chapters at Northeast Missouri 
(now Truman) State University and at Saint Petersburg State University 
in Russia, including—at least initially—the training center at “Stalin’s 
Dacha.” Later in 1992, David and Marilyn arranged for Alexander and 
Vladimir to come to the United States on a “speaking tour”; they visited 
and made presentations at the University of Iowa, Northeast Missouri 
State University, and Florida State University. In addition, they attended 
the Speech Communication Association annual convention, held in 
Chicago that year. An account of their visit follows at the end of this 
dedication.

From 1993 through 1996, Alexander served as an adviser to the 
government of the Russian Federation, specifically working with Prime  
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin. For example, he was part of the Russian 
team for the (Vice President Al) Gore-Chernomyrdin talks in the mid-1990s. 
It was toward the end of this period that he was the victim of an attack that 
remains officially unsolved. (An account of the attack follows below.)

Alexander eventually recovered from the assault, resuming his work 
at the university. In 1999 he joined the Center for Strategic Research in 
Moscow as an expert consultant; he continued in this position until 2017. 
Also in 2017, approaching retirement, he and Valentina sold their dacha 
and bought an apartment in the suburbs; meanwhile, Alexander left the 
faculty at Saint Petersburg State University and, along with several of his 
colleagues, transferred to A. I. Pushkin Leningrad State University near 
Tsarskoe Selo (Pushkin), where he became Director of the Institute for 
Political Psychology and Applied Political Research. Here he continued 
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the work he had begun in 1986 and pursued until the end of his life. 
According to Masha, Alexander even took work with him to the hospital 
as he made his life’s last journey:

With him to the hospital, he took his summaries and tables, hoping 
not to interrupt work on them, even when he was sick with Covid. 
It’s always been like this. He took work with him on all trips and 
vacations. He couldn’t stop thinking; working was his natural state, 
not an annoying necessity. He was also an optimist and continued to 
believe in people despite painful disappointments. He didn’t consider 
politics a “dirty deed”; he claimed that politics should be scientific, 
and political activity should be hard work. For this, many consid-
ered him a dreamer. But, no, dreamers don’t start their lives with a 
trade school, army, and factory. He very practically believed that an 
illiterate political project, made of rotten materials, would inevitably 
collapse and bury all of us. He loved life and wished everyone well. 
He did everything he could.

Throughout his life, Alexander Yuriev was also a devoted family man. 
His wife, Valentina Fedorovna, was by his side throughout; the light of 
his life, daughter Maria Aleksandrovna Konovalova—who also became 
an academic, taught with him at Saint Petersburg State University, and 
transferred with him to Pushkin—carries on his work and his legacy; his 
great joy was his grandson, “Aleksander II,” also known as “Little Sasha.” 
Besides his beloved family, Alexander left many devoted colleagues and 
former students, and friends, such as the three of us.

**************
Two Stories1

The following are two stories involving Alexander that we recount from 
personal experience.

The first is both humorous and insightful, while the second, an 
account of the assault on Alexander, is a sad commentary on the state of 
politics in 1996 Russia.

From David:
October, 1992
Da!

The Rhetorical Rise and Demise of “Democracy” in Russian Political Discourse



Конец ознакомительного фрагмента.
Приобрести книгу можно

в интернет-магазине
«Электронный универс»

e-Univers.ru

https://e-univers.ru/catalog/T0012951/



