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Episode 1

Exercise 1
Write out new words and expressions.
Make a list of them

Exercise 2
Read the text

The five-story building had been built a hundred years earlier by a cotton
merchant and his sons after the Reconstruction, during the revival of cotton trading
in Memphis. It sat in the middle of Cotton Row on Front Street near the river.
Through its halls and doors and across its desks, millions of bales of cotton had
been purchased from the Mississippi and Arkansas deltas and sold around the
world. Deserted, neglected, then renovated time and again since the first war, 1t had
been purchased for good m 1951 by an aggressive tax lawyer named Anthony
Bendini. He renovated it yet again and began filling 1t with lawyers. He renamed 1t
the Bendini Building.

He pampered the building, indulged it, coddled it, each year adding another
layer of luxury to his landmark He fortified it, sealing doors and windows and
hiring armed guards to protect it and 1ts occupants. He added elevators, electronic
surveillance, security codes, closed-circuit television, a weight room, a steam
room, locker rooms and a partners' dining room on the fifth floor with a captivating
view of the river.

In twenty years he built the richest law firm in Memphis, and, indisputably,
the quietest. Secrecy was his passion. Every associate hired by the firm was
indoctrinated in the evils of the loose tongue Everything was confidential
Salaries, perks, advancement and, most especially, clients. Divulging firm
business, the young associates were warned, could delay the awarding of the holy
grail—a partnership. Nothing left the fortress on Front Street. Wives were told not
to ask, or were lied to. The associates were expected to work hard, keep quiet and
spend their healthy paychecks. They did, without exception.

With forty-one lawyers, the firm was the fourth largest in Memphis. Its
members did not advertise or seek publicity. They were clanmish and did not
fraternize with other lawyers. Their wives played tennis and bridge and shopped
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among themselves. Bendini, Lambert & Locke was a big family, of sorts. A
rather rich family.

The senior partner studied the resume for the hundredth tume and agamn
found nothing he disliked about Mitchell Y. McDeere, at least not on paper. He
had the brains, the ambition, the good looks. And he was hungry; with his
background, he had to be. He was married, and that was mandatory. The firm had
never hired an unmarried lawyer, and it frowned heavily on divorce, as well as
womanizing and drinking. Drug testing was in the contract. He had a degree in
accounting, passed the CPA exam the first time he took it and wanted to be a tax
lawyer, which of course was a requirement with a tax firm. He was white, and the
firm had never hired a black. They managed this by being secretive and clubbish
and never soliciting job applications. Other firms solicited, and hired blacks. This
firm recruited, and remained lily white. Plus, the firm was in Memphis, of all
places, and the top blacks wanted Wew York or Washington or Chicago. McDeere
was a male, and there were no women in the firm. That mistake had been made n
the mid-seventies when they recruted the number one grad from Harvard, who
happened to be a she and a wizard at taxation. She lasted four turbulent years and
was killed in a car wreck.

He looked good, on paper. He was their top choice. In fact, for this year
there were no other prospects. The list was very short. It was McDeere or no one.

The managing partner, Royce McEnight, studied a dossier labeled “Witchell
Y. McDeere — Harvard.” An inch thick with small print and a few photographs, it
had been prepared by some ex-CIA agents in a private intelligence outfit in
Bethesda. They were clients of the firm and each vear did the mnvestigating for no
fee. It was easy work, they said, checking out unsuspecting law students. They
learned, for instance, that he preferred to leave the Northeast, that he was holding
three job offers, two in New York and one in Chicago, and that the highest offer
was 576,000 and the lowest was $68.000. He was in demand. He had been given

the opportunity to cheat on a securities exam dunng his second vear. He declined,



and made the highest grade in the class. Two months ago he had been offered
cocaine at a law school party. He said no and left when everyone began snorting.
He drank an occasional beer, bur dninking was expensive and he had no money. He
owned close to $23,000 1n student loans. He was hungry.

Royce McKmight nipped through the dossier and smiled McDeere was their

Exercises and tasks

1. Transcribe and pronounce:

indulge, luxury, surveillance, closed-circuit, a weight room, indis-
putably, quietest, secrecy, associate, tongue, divulging, warn, awarding,
resume, frown, divorce, requirement, secretive, recruit, wizard, a car
wreck, dossier, demand, opportunity, occasional, owe.

2. Translate the following sentences into Russian. Make up sen-
tences on the analogy:

1. The associates were expected to work hard. 2. Everything was
known to be confidential. 3. Wives were told not to ask. 4. He had been
given the opportunity to cheat on a security exam. 5. The building was
fortified to protect it and its occupants. 6. The young associates were
warned not to divulge the secret. 7. They were expected to keep quiet
and spend their healthy paychecks. 8. The firm was known not to seek

publicity.

3. Give Russian equivalents for the following expressions. Give
situations using these expressions:

to find nothing to dislike; to be mandatory; to frown heavily on
smth.; to happen to be; to do the investigating for no fee; to sell around
the world.

4. Find English equivalents for the following word combina-
tions:

HCKAaThb NOMYJAPHOCTH; 3JICKTPOHHBIC CPCACTBA Ha6J’I}0Z[eHI/I}I; qamia
I'paans; HaBcerma; 0e3 WCKIIIOUCHUS; pasrialiaTh TaiHy; OECIUIaTHO;
HUMETh CIIPOC; TOTHOHYTH B aBTOMOOMIIBLHOM KaTtacTpode.



5. Differentiate the meaning of the synonyms:
to pamper — to indulge — to coddle.

6. Choose the correct meaning of the word «wreck», used
in the text:

1) xpymienue,

2) rubenp,

3) xatactpoda,

4) aBapwusl.

7. Define what the text is about and finish the sentence

The text is about....

1. the history of the foundation of the firm and the principles it fol-
lowed

2. Mitchell Y. McDeere

3. the managing partner Royce McKnight

4. Anthony Bendini who founded the firm

5. the work of the associates in the firm.

8. Point out the sentences that are true to the text

1. The senior partner disliked nothing about Mitch McDeere.

2. The firm hired blacks by recruiting.

3. Ex-CIA agents were not clients of the firm and each year did
the investigating for high fee.

4. Mitch made the highest grade in the class and was in great de-
mand.

5. Mitch never declined the opportunity to cheat on an exam.

9. Point out the sentences that are not true to the text

1. The five-story building had been built two hundred years
earlier.

2. Deserted, neglected, then renovated time and again since the first
war, it had been sold in 1951.

3. In thirty years he built the richest firm in Memphis.

4. Everything was confidential, nothing left the fortress on Front
Street.

5. With forty-one lawyers, the firm was the third lagest
in Memphis.



10. Recall the situation in which you come across the following
expressions:
the holy grail; the evils of the lose tongue; divulging firm business.

11. Discuss the principles the Firm followed hiring personnel.
Use the following expressions:

to be mandatory; to frown on divorce; womanizing and drinking;
drug testing;

to be in contract; a requirement with the firm; secretive and club-
bish; to recruite; of all places; a male.

12. Comment on the author’s description of the Bendini
Building:

«... it had been purchased for good in 1951 by an aggressive lawyer
named Anthony Bendini. He renovated it yet again and bagan filling
it with lawyers. He renamed it the Bendini Building.

He pampered the building, indulged it, coddled it, each year adding
another layer of luxury to his landmark. He fortified it, sealing doors
and windows and hiring armed guards to protect it and its occupants.
He added elevators, electronic surveillance, security codes, closed-
circuit television, a weigh room, a steam room, locker rooms and a part-
ners’ dining room on the fifth floor with a captivating view of the river».

13. Make up a list of words and word combinations , used in
the episode for the description of Mitchell McDeere.

13.1 Make up a diologue between two senior partners about hir-
ing Mitch McDeere.

14. Translate the following sentences into English:

1. OH ObL1 JKeHAT, 4TO OBLII0 00513aTEILHBIM.

2. OH ciy4aifHO OKa3aJcs TEeM YeJIOBEKOM, B KOTOpPOM (hupma HyK-
JIAJIach.

3. Cyns 1o ee aHKETHBIM JIaHHBIM, Y HEE HET MEPCIEKTHUB MOTYIHTh
3Ty padory.

4. CaMbIM 3aMETHBIM OPHEHTUPOM OBLIO BHICOKOE 3/1aHUE Ha Oepery
peKu.

6. Cnyxamue GupMBI HE MCKald M3BECTHOCTH M HUKaK HE peKia-
MHUPOBAJIH CBOIO JCATEIBHOCTD.

7. OH, OeccTioOpHO, CaMbIii OOTaTHIN YeTOBEK B TOPOJIE.



8. Bce, 9To Kacamoch nesATeNbHOCTH (BUPMBI, OBUIO a0COIOTHO CEK-
PETHBIM.

9. PasrnainieHue CBEJCHUIA, KaCAIOIIUXCS KIIUCHTOB (PUPMBI, BIICKIIO
3a co0Ol cypoBOE HaKa3aHUe.

10. ®upma HEOTOOPHUTEINBHO OTHOCHIIACH K Pa3BOJIaM CpPElld CBOUX
COTPYJHHUKOB,

11. Cyns mo 6ymaram, OH M ITOIXOTHIL.

15. Make up a list of words and word combinations used
in the episode for the description of the Bendini Building.

16. Answer the following questions:

1. When had the building been built and by whom?

2. What happened in 1951?

3. How did Anthony Bendini renovate the building?

4. Can you tell what the firm was like twenty years later?

5. What was Bendini’s passion? Can you illustrate it with
a few facts?

6. Why did the associates work hard and keep quiet?

7. What were the requirements with a tax firm for an applicant?

8. Who prepared the dossier of Mitch McDeere?

9. Did the senior partner find anything he disliked about
Mitch? What facts in his background did he like? Why was he
«their» man?

10. What mistake had been made in the mid-seventies?

17. Write a short character sketch of Mitchell McDeere.
Use the following words and word combinations:

background; to be married; a degree in accounting; to pass the exam
the first time; a tax lawyer; to have the brains; ambition; to have
the good looks; unsuspecting; to prefer; the highest offer; to be in de-
mand; to be given an opportunity; to cheat; to decline; to make the high-
est grade; to be offered smth.; an occasional beer; to have no money;
to owe.

18. Write a short story about the foundation of the firm and its
principles.



19. Prepare a careful translation of the paragraph.

The five-story butlding had been built a hundred vears earlier by a cotton
merchant and his sons after the Reconstruction, during the revival of cotton trading
in Memphis. It sat in the middle of Cotton Row on Front Street near the river.
Through its halls and doors and across its desks, millions of bales of cotton had
been purchased from the Mississippt and Arkansas deltas and sold around the
world. Deserted, neglected, then renovated time and again since the first war, 1t had
been purchased for good in 1951 by an aggressive tax lawyer named Anthony
Bendini. He renovated 1t vet again and began filling 1t with lawyers. He renamed 1t
the Bendini Building.

He pampered the building, indulged 1t, coddled it, each year adding another
layer of luxury to his landmark. He fortified it, sealing doors and windows and
hiring armed guards to protect it and its occupants. He added elevators, electronic
surveillance, security codes, closed-circuit television, a weight room, a steam
room, locker rooms and a partners' dining room on the fifth floor with a captivating

view of the river.



Episode 2

Exercise 1
Write out new words and expressions.
Make a list of them

Exercise 2
Read the text

As expected, Royce McKmght's office was a power one with a great view. It
was in one of the prized comers on the fourth floor, down the hall from Nathan
Locke. Lamar excused himself, and the managing partner asked Mitch to have a
seat at a small conference table next to the sofa. A secretary was sent for coffee.

McEmight asked him about his visit so far, and Mitch said he was quite
impressed.

“Mitch, I want to nail down the specifics of our offer.”

“Certainly.”

“The base salary 15 eighty thousand for the first vear. When vou pass the bar
exam you receive a five-thousand-dollar raise. Not a bonus, but a raise. The exam
15 given sometime in August and vou'll spend most of your summer reviewing for
it. We have our own bar study courses and vou'll recetve extensive tutoring from
some of the partners. This 1s done primarily on firm time. As you know, most firms
put you to work and expect you to study on your own time. Not us. No associate of
this firm has ever flunked the bar exam, and we're not worried about you breaking
with tradition. Eighty thousand mnitially, up to eighty-five in six months. Once
vou've been here a year, you'll be raised to ninety thousand, plus you'll get a bonus
gach December based on the profits and performance during the prior twelve
months. Last vear the average bonus for associates was nine thousand. As you
know, profit shaning with associates 1s extremely rare for law firms. Any questions
about the salary?”

“What happens after the second year?”

“Your base salary is raised about ten percent a year until you become a
partner. Neither the raises nor the bonuses are guaranteed. They are based on
performance ™

“Fair enough™

11



“As you know, it 1s very important to us that you buy a home. It adds
stability and prestige and we're very concerned about these things, especially with
our associates. The firm provides a low-interest mortgage loan, thirty years, fixed
rate, nonassumable should you decide to sell in a few years. It's a one-shot deal,
available only for vour first home. After that you're on your own.”

“What kind of rate?”

“As low as possible without running afoul with the IRS. Current market rate
is around ten, ten and a half We should be able to get you a rate of seven to eight
percent. We represent some banks, and they assist us. With this salary, you'll have
no trouble qualifying. In fact, the firm will sign on as a guarantor if necessary.™

“That's very generous, Mr. McEKnight™.

“It's important to us. And we don't lose any money on the deal Once you
find 2 house, our real estate section handles everything. All you have to do is move
m”

“What about the BWMW?”

Mr. McEnight chuckled. "We started that about ten vears ago and it's proved
to be quite an inducement. It's very simple You pick out a BMW, one of the
smaller ones, we lease it for three years and give you the keys. We pay for tags,
tnsurance, maintenance. At the end of three years, you can buy it from the leasing
company for the fair market value. It's also a one-shot deal "

“That's very tempting ™

“We know.”

Mr. McKnight looked at his legal pad. "We provide complete medical and
dental coverage for the entire family. Pregnancies, checkups, braces, everything.
Paid entirely by the firm."

Mitch nodded, but was not impressed. This was standard.

“We have a retirement plan second to none. For every dollar you invest, the
firm matches 1t with two, provided, however, you invest at least ten percent of your
base pay. Let's say you start at eighty, and the first year vou set aside eight
thousand. The firm kicks in sixteen, so you've got twenty-four after the first year.
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A money pro in New York handles it and last year our retirement earned
nineteen percent. Not bad. Invest for twenty years and you're a millionaire at forty-
five, just off retirement. One stipulation: If you bail out before twenty years, you
loze everything but the money you put in, with no income earned on that money.”

“Sounds rather harsh ™

“No, actually it's rather generous. Find me another firm or company
matching two to one. There are none, to my knowledge It's our way of taking care
of ourselves. Many of our partners retire at fifty, some at forty-five. We have no
mandatory retirement, and some work into their sixties and seventies. To each his
own. Our goal 15 simply to ensure a generous pension and make early retirement an
option.” “How many retired partners do you have?” “Twenty or so. You'll ses
them around here from time to tume. They like to come in and have lunch and a
few keep office space. Did Lamar cover vacations?”

“Yes.” “Good. Book early, especially for Vail and the Caymans.

You buy the air fare, but the condos are free. We do a lot of business in the
Caymans and from time to time we'll send you down for two or three days and
write the whole thing off Those trips are not counted as vacation, and yvou'll get
one every vear or s0. We work hard, Mitch, and we recognize the value of leisure ™

Mitch nodded his approval and dreamed of lying on a sun-drenched beach in
the Caribbean, sipping on a pina colada and watching string bikinis.

“Did Lamar mention the signing bonus?”

“No, but it sounds interesting.”

“If you join our firm we hand you a check for five thousand. We prefer that
you spend the bulk of it on a new wardrobe. After seven years of jeans and flannel
shirts, your inventory of suits 15 probably low, and we realize 1t. Appearance is
very important to us. We expect our attornevs to dress sharp and conservative.
There's no dress code, but you'll get the picture.”

Did he say five thousand dollars? For clothes? Mitch currently owned two

suits, and he was wearing one of them. He kept a straight face and did not smile.
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“Any questions?”

“Yes. The large firms are infamous for beihg sweatshops where the
associates are flooded with tedious research and locked away in some library for
the first three years. I want no part of that. I don't mind doing my share of research
and I realize I will be the low man on the pole. But I don't want .to research and
write briefs for the entire firm. I'd like to work with real clients and their real
problems.”

Mr. McEnight listened mntently and warted with his rehearsed answer. *T
understand, Mitch. You're right, it 15 a real problem in the big firms But not here.
For the first three months you'll do little but study for the bar exam. When that's
over, you begin practicing law. You'll be assigned to a partner, and his clients will
become vour clients. You'll do most of his research and, of course, your own, and
occasionally you'll be asked to assist someone else with the preparation of a briefer
some research. We want you happy. We take pride in our zero turnover rate, and
we go the extra mile to keep careers on track If you can't get along with your
partner, we'll find another one. If vou discover you don't like tax, we'll let you try
securities or banking. It's vour decision. The firm will soon invest a lot of money in
Mitch McDeere, and we want him to be productive.”™

Mitch sipped his coffee and searched for another question. Mr. McKmght
glanced at his checklist.

“We pay all moving expenses to Memphis

“That won't be much. Just a small rental truck.”

“Anything else, Mitch?”

“No, sir. I can't think of anything ”

The checklist was folded and placed in the file. The Pariner rested both
elbows on the table and leaned forward. “Mitch, we're not pushing, but we need an
answer soon as possible If you go elsewhere, we must then continue to interview.
Tt's a lengthy process, and we'd like our new man to start by July™.

“Ten days soon enough?”

“That's fine. Say by March 307"
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“Sure, but T'll contact vou before then™ Mitch exceed himself and found
Lamar waitting in the hall outside McEnight's office. They agreed on seven for

dinner.

Exercises and tasks

1. Transcribe and pronounce:

reviewing, tutoring, pimarily, initially, prior, average, rare, percent,
guaranteed, guarantor, prestige, nonassumable, afoul, generous, in-
ducement, insurance, millionaire, goal, Caymans, leisure, approval, the
Caribbean, attorney, tedious, rehearsed, lengthy, exceed.

2. Translate the following sentences into Russian. Make up sen-
tences on the analogy.

1. When you pass the bar exam you will receive a five-tousand-
dollar raise. 2. When that is over, you’ll be assigned to a partner.
3. If you can’t get along with a partner, we’ll find another one. 4. If you
discover you don’t like tax, we’ll let you try securities or banking.
5. If you go elsewhere, we must then continue to interview. 6. If you
join our firm we’ll hand you a check for five thousand. 7. The rate will
be as low as possible without running afoul with the IRS. 8. With this
salary you’ll have no trouble with qualifying. 9. Mitch nodded his ap-
proval and dreamed of lying on a sun-drenched beach in the Caribbean.
10. I don’t mind doing my share of research. 11. We are not worried
about you breaking with tradition. 12. We’re very concerned about
you buying a home. 13. The firm provides a low-interest mortgage loan,
thirty years, fixed rate, nonassumable should you decide to sell in a few
years. 14. For every dollar you invest, the firm matches it with two, pro-
vided you invest at least ten percent of your base pay.

3. Give Russian equivalents for the following expressions. Give
situations from the text using these expressions:

so far; to nail down; extensive tutoring; to break with tradition; av-
erage bonus; extremely rare; a one-shot deal; to run afoul with; to pro-
vide checkups; it’s our way of taking care; to recognize the value of
leisure; to keep a straight face; to nod one’s approval; to be flooded with
tedious research; to be assigned to a partner; to keep careers on track;
to push.
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4. Find English equivalents for the following word combina-
tions:

3aMeyaTeNbHbIA BUJ; HAXOIUTHCH TI0J] BICYATICHUEM; OTICIIbHBIC
ITyHKTHI TIPEIUIOKEHUS; TOBBIIICHHE 3apIUiaThl; B CBOE COOCTBEHHOE
BpEMSI; BO BpeMsl pabodero JIHS; pacmpeneiecHue MpuObUI; HCTIOTHEHNE
CIIy)KeOHBIX O00S3aHHOCTEH; OKa3bIBaTh IOMOIL KOMY-TO; TOJITHCHI-
BaThCs B KAYECTBE TapaHTa; OKa3aThCs 3aMaHYMBEIM; OIUIAYHBATh aBTO-
MOOWJIFHBIE HOMEpA, CTPAXOBKY, 00CITYXKHBaHHE; TIOJHOE MEAUIIMHCKOE
00CcITy’)KMBaHWE;, OJfHA OTOBOpPKa (OJHO OTCTYIUICHHE); HACKOJBKO MHE
M3BECTHO; 3apaHee MPUTOTOBIICHHBIH OTBET; KPATKOE U3JIOKEHUE JIeNa;
JUTUTEIBHBIN TIpoI1iecC.

5. Differentiate the meaning of the synonymes:
payment — charge — fee — fare; to divide — to share; to review —
to examine.

6. Choose the correct meaning of the word «to push», used
in the episode:

1) TonkaTs,

2) HAKAMATh,

3) MOATOHSTE,

4) mpoABHUraTh.

7. Define what the text is about and finish the sentence.
The text is about...

. Mitch’s plans for his future work

. what Mitch expects the firm to offer him

. the spesifics of the offer of the firm to Mitch

. about the rules the firm wants Mitch to follow

. Choose sentences that are true to the text.
. Mitch said he was quite impressed with his visit.
. When Mitch passes his bar exam he receives a bonus.
. The firm lets their associates study for the bar exam on firm time.
. Profit sharing with associates is usual for law firms.
. Neither the raises nor the bonuses are based on performance.
. The firm is very concerned about such things as buying home
for their associates and provides a low-interest mortgage loan.
7. The firm never signs as a guarantor.
8. The firm doesn’t lose any money on the deal.

OO, WNEFEPO RWDNPE
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9. The firm leases the car but Mitch will have to pay for tags, insur-
ance, maintanance.

10. At the end of three years, Mitch can buy the car from the leasing
company for the fair market value.

9. Choose the sentences that are not true to the text.

1. The firm provides complete medical and dental coverage for
the entire family.

2. Mitch was greatly impressed with the medical programm
of the firm, it was not standard.

3. The firm matches every invested dollar with two, provided the as-
sociate invests at least ten percent of his base pay.

4. If Mitch bails out before twenty years, he doesn’t lose anything.

5. The firm has no mandatory retirement, the partners can retire
at forty-five.

6. Early retirement is not allowed by the firm.

7. Short trips to the Caymans are counted as vacations.

8. The firm expects attorneys to dress sharp and conservative.

9. Mitch doesn’t want to work with real clients and their real prob-
lems.

10. Mitch will never be asked to assist someone else with the prepa-
ration of a briefer.

10. Recall the situations in which the following expressions
are used:

to be worried about smb. doing smth; to be concerned about smth;
it’s our way of taking care of ourselves.

11.1. Say a few words about a retirement plan of the firm using
the following word combinations:

to invest; to match smth; to smb’s knowledge; to retire at fifty; man-
datory retirement; to work into one’s sixties; a goal; to ensure smth;
an option;

11.2. Discuss the features of Mitch’s character, revealed
in the following quotation.

«...The large firms are infamous for being sweatshops where the as-
sociates are flooded with tedious research and locked away in some li-
brary for the first three years. | want no part of that. | don’t mind doing
my share of research and | realize | will be the low man on the pole.
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But | don’t want to research and write briefs for the entire firm. 1’d like
to work with real clients an their real problems».

12. Make up a diologue between Mitch and his wife discussing
the offer of the BMW. Use the following phrases:

to start smth; proved to be; quite an inducement; to pick out; to lease
for some years; to give the keys; to pay for tags; insurance; maintenace;
at the end of; to buy smth from; the leasing company; for the fair market
value; temptimg.

13. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. MBI XOTUM YTOYHHUTB OT/ICJIBHBIC MTyHKTHI HAIIIETO MPEAT0KEHUS.

2. bosblyro 4acTh BpEMEHU OH IPOBOJMT 3a MOATOTOBKOM K dK3a-
MEHY.

3. HukTo He 0XHaaeT, YTO OH HapyIIUT TPaJAULHIO.

4. Hu oyl coTpynHUK (DUPMBI HE pa3y He MPOBAIWI SK3aMEH.

5. ®upma mpencTaBIgeT WHTEPEChl HEKOTOPHIX OAaHKOB, KOTOPEIE,
B CBOIO OY€pEe/ib, OKA3hIBAIOT MOMJICPKKY (PUpME.

6. DTO MpeIokKEeHHEe 0Ka3aI0Ch OYCHb 3aMaHYHBbBIM.

7. IIman OBLT IPUHAT C OJTHOW OTOBOPKOIA.

8. OH KUBHYJ B 3HAK COTJIACHS U 33]1aJ CICAYIOIIHHA BOIIPOC.

9. Coxpansis 6€cCTpacTHOE BBIPAXKEHUS JIUIA, OH MPOJIOJIKHIII CBOIO
peds.

10. 4 HEe Bo3pakaro MPOTHB TOTO, YTOOBI IPUHUMATH YY9acCTHE B 3TOU
paborte.

11. Tpu mecsna Bbl OyneTe Majio 4eM 3aHHUMAThCS MMOMHUMO TIOJTO-
TOBKH K 9K3aMeHY.

12. OH HEU ¢ KEM HE MOXKET CpabOTaThCS.

14. Ask ten questions on the text.

15. Make up a dialogue using the following sentences.

Any questions? The associates are flooded with tedious research.
I want no part of that. It is a real problem in the big firms. | will be
the low man in the pole. I’d like to work with real clients. When that’s
over, you begin practicing law. We take pride in our zero turnover rate.
I don’t want to research. We want you to be productive.

16. Make up a list of words and word combinations dealing
with a retirement plan of the firm and write a summary of it.
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17. Prepare a careful translation of the paragraph:

“The base salary 1s eighty thousand for the first vear. When vou pass the bar exam
you receive a five-thousand-dollar raise. Not a bonus, but a raise. The exam is
given sometime in August and you’ll spend most of your summer reviewing for it.
We have our own bar study courses and you’ll receive extensive tutoring from
some of the partners. This 15 done primarily on firm time. As you know, most firms
put you to work and expect you to study on your own time. Not us. No associate of
this firm has ever flunked the bar exam, and we’re not woried with you breaking
with tradition. Eighty thousand initially, up to eighty-five in six months. Once
you've been here a year, you'll be raised o ninety thousand, plus you’ll get a
bonus each December based on the profits and performance during the prior twelve
months. Last year the average bonus for associates was nine thousand. As you
know, profit shanng with associates 1s extremly rare for law firms. Any questions

about the salary?”...



Episode 3

Exercise 1
Read the text and say what it is about

Exercise 2

Read the text and make a list of the unknown words

and word combinations

Avery Tolar talked incessantly as the limo moved slowly through the
noontime traffic. Mitch reminded him of himself, he said. A poor kid from a
broken home, raised by foster families throughout southwest Texas, then put on the
streets after high school. He worked the night shift in a shoe factory to finance
juniior college. An academic scholarship to UTEP opened the door. He graduated
with honors, applied to eleven law schools and chose Stanford. He finished number
two in his class and turned down offers from every big firm on the West Coast. He
wanted to do tax work, nothing but tax work. Oliver Lambert had recruited him
sixteen vears ago, back when the firm had fewer than thirty lawyers.

He had a wife and two kids, but said little about the family. He talked about
money. His passion, he called it. The first million was in the bank. The second was
two years away. At four hundred thousand a year gross, it wouldn’t take long. His
specialty was forming partnerships to purchase supertankers. He was the premier
specialist in s field and worked at three hundred an hour, sixty, sometimes
seventy hours a week.

Mitch would start at a hundred bucks an hour, at least five hours a day until
he passed the bar and got his license. Then eight hours a day would be expected, at
one-fifty an hour. Billing was the lhifeblood of the firm Everything revolved
around it. Promotions, raises, bonuses, survival, success, everything revolved
around how well one was billing. Especially the new guys. The quickest route to a
reprimand was to neglect the daily billing records. Avery could not remember such
a reprimand. It was sumply unheard of for a member of the firm to ignore his
billing.

The average for associates was one-seventy-five per hour. For partners, three

hundred. Milligan got four hundred an hour from a couple of his clients, and
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Nathan Locke once got five hundred an hour for some tax work that involved
swapping assets in several foreign countries. Five hundred bucks an hour! Avery
relished the thought, and computed five "hundred per hour by fifty hours per week
at fifty weeks per year. One million two hundred fifty thousand a year! That's how
you make money in this business. You get a bunch of lawyers working by the hour
and vou build a dynasty. The more lawyers you get, the more money the partners
make.

Don't ignore the balling, he warned. That's the first rule of survival. If there
were no files to bill on, immediately report to lus office. He had plenty. On the
tenth day of each month the partners review the prior month's billing during one of
their exclusive luncheons. It's a big ceremony. Royee McKnight reads out each
lawyer's name, then the total of hiz monthly billing. The competition among the
partners is intense, but good-spirited. They're all getting rich, nght? It's very
motivational. As for the associates, nothing is said to the low man vnless it's his
second straight month. Oliver Lambert will say something in passing. No one has
ever finished low for three straight months. Bonuses can be earned by associates
for exorbitant billing. Partnerships are based on one's track record for generating
fees. So don't 1gnore it, he warned again. It must always have priority — after the
bar exam, of course.

The bar exam was a musance, an ordeal that must be endured. a rite of
passage_ and nothing any Harvard man should fear. Just concentrate on the review
courses, he said, and try to remember everything he had just learned in law school.

The limo wheeled into a side street between two tall buildings and stopped
in front of a small canopy that extended from the curb to a black metal door. Avery
looked at his watch and said to the doiver, "Be back at two."

Two hours for lunch, thought Mitch. That's over six hundred dollars in
billable time. What a waste.

The Manhattan Club occupied the top floor of a ten-story office building
which had last been fully occupied in the early fifties. Avery referred to the

structure as a dump, but was quick to point out that the club was the most exclusive
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lunch and dinner refuge in the city. It offered excellent food in an all-white, rich-
male, plush environment. Powerful lunches for powerful people. Bankers, lawvers,
executives, entrepreneurs, a few politicians and a few arnistocrats. A gold-plated
elevator ran nonstop past the deserted offices and stopped on the elegant tenth
floor. The maitre d' called Mr. Tolar by name and asked about his good friends
Oliver Lambert and Nathan Locke. He expressed sympathies for the loss of Mr.
Kozinski and Mr. Hodge. Avery thanked him and introduced the newest member
of the firm The favorite table was waiting in the comer. A courtly black man

named Ellis delivered the menus.

Exercises and tasks

1. Transcribe and pronounce:

route, reprimand, asset, dynasty, exclusive, exorbitant, nuisance, or-
deal, endure, canopy, dump, refuge, environment, entrepreneurs, inces-
santly, purchase, premier.

2. Give Russian equivalents for the following expressions. Give
situations using these expressions:

the noontime traffic, to be raised by, to work the night shift, to be
two years away, to form partnership, to get license, the quickest route
to a reprimand, to involve swapping assets in foreign countries, to read
out smb’s name, an ordeal that must be endured, good-spirited, repri-
mand, exorbitant.

3. Find English equivalents for the following word combina-
tions:

HCIIPCPBIBHO TOBOPUTH, HAIIOMHUHATL O YEM-TO, BOCIIUTBIBATLCSH
JaJIbHUMH POJACTBEHHHUKaMHU, 3aKaHYUBATh BBICIICC y‘{e6H06 3aBCACHHUC
C OTIIMYUEM, OTBCPTHYTH IMPEAJIOKCHUC, 3aHUMATbCAd HajloraMu, rijiaB-
HBIN CIIeUaIncCT, 3a4uTaTh 4TO-TO, CKa3aTb 4YTO-TO MUMOXOJ0M, BhIpa-
3UTh COOOJIC3HOBAHMS.

4. Differentiate the meaning of the synonyms:
to endure — to stand — to bear.
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5. Choose the correct meaning of the word «low», used in the ep-
isode:

1) HU3KUH,

2) THXWH,

3) HU3KOTO COIMATIBFHOTO MPOUCXOKICHHUS,

4) CKPOMHOTO TIOJIOXKCHHUSI,

5) HEBBICOKOPA3BUTHIH,

6) HEBOCTIMTAHHBIH.

6. Translate the following sentences into Russian.

1. A poor kid from a broken home, he worked the night shift
in a shoe factory to finance junior college. 2. A number two graduate,
he turned down offers from every big firm on the West Coast.
3. A premier specialist in his field, he worked at three hundred an hour.
4. The more lawyers you get, the more money the partners make.
5. The more you neglect the billing, the less raises, bonuses, promotions
you get. 6. What a waste! 7. What a nuisance! 8. What an idea!
9. If there are no files to bill, report to the office. 10. Nothing is said
to the low man unless it’s his second straight month.

7. Recall the situation in which the following word combinations
are used:

the lifeblood of the firm; to revolve around; the quickest route to a
reprimand; the daily billing records; to be unheard of.

8. Define why the text is about and finish the sentence.

The text is about.

1. Avery Tolar and his childhood.

2. the importance of billing.

3. Mitch’s future work at the firm.

4. the main aspects of the work Mitch should pay special attention to

9. Choose the sentences true to the text.

1. Mitch talked incessantly as the limo moved slowly through
the noontime traffic.

2. Avery worked the night shift in a shoe factory to finance high
school.

3. Tolar wanted to do tax work.

4. Avery had a wife and two kids and talked much about them.

5. Tolar was the premier specialist in the field of forming partner-
ships to purchase supertankers.
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