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Foreword

The Russian verbal system is one of the most important areas to be

mastered by students of Russian: the verb aspects, verbs of motion, the

meanings and uses of the cases.

The author would like to urge the student from the very beginning to

adopt a positive attitude toward understanding and using Russian verbal

aspects.

The book contains a large number of drill examples designed to help

the student acquire a mastery of Russian. The examples are based on

simple everyday vocabulary to make them easier for the student to under-

stand; however, in exercises whole passages from modern Russian fiction

have been included to acquaint the student with Russian as it is spoken

today.

The book is targeted towards English speaking people who are study-

ing Russian.

The book includes beginner and intermediate level materials. There

are two ways to use this book: as a reference book or as a self-study guide

since all comments and tasks are explained in English.

The book falls into five parts:

I. Russian verbs. Meaning and usage. Verbal aspect.

A) Tables

B) Imperfective and perfective verbs, conjugation and examples.

C) Compare and do not confuse!

II.Verbs of motion in Russian — step by step.

III. Groups of words.

IV. Grammar tables.

V. Words you already know.

The first chapter contains information about Russian Verbs: the use of

imperfective and perfective verbs (tables), conjugation of verbs, verbal

aspects and some words which are used as predicates.

The numerous examples will help the student not only to understand

the meaning and uses of Russian verbs but will also give him the oppor-

tunity to use them in speech, if his aim is to master spoken Russian.

There is also a special section “Compare and do not confuse” devot-

ed to verbs which have a similar conjugation. The examples make it pos-

sible for students to use the language and easier to memorize.
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The second chapter is devoted to verbs of motion. This part contains:

1. Methodological directions for students, dealing with the points

most essential for a correct understanding of the verbs concerned and,

consequently, for their correct usage.

2. Information tables and the main uses of verbs of motion.

3. Texts which incorporate verbs of motion. These texts aim at

enabling the student to analyze the meaning and uses of verbs of motion

and to develop his oral speech habits.

The third chapter includes information about groups of verbs with the

same roots and different prefixes which add various connotations to their

principal lexical meaning.

The fourth chapter contains information about cases; the description

of every case includes a table of endings, methods of use.

The fifth chapter contains the dictionary of words which are similar to

Russian in meaning and pronunciation.

Finally I am grateful to Justin Landau and Allston Mitchell for

numerous suggestions of the translation of examples from Russian into

English.

Abbreviations used in this book

A. c. — accusative case

adj. — adjective

adv. — adverb

D. c. — dative case

F. — feminine gender

G. c. — genitive case

Imp. — imperfective

I. c. — instrumental case

M — masculine gender

N. c. — nominative case

n. — noun

N — neuter gender

P. c. — prepositional case

Perf. — perfective

Pl. — plural

v. — verb

см. — look

с. — page
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I. THE RUSSIAN VERBS. MEANING AND USAGE.
VERBAL ASPECT

Tables

Principal Meanings of the Verb Aspects

15

Imperfective aspect

Grammatical distinction

Imperfective verbs have three

tenses: the present (я читаю), the

past (читал) and the future (я бу-

ду читать).

1) The Imperfective expresses

a continuous or repeated action:

Он сидел и читал.

He was sitting and reading.

Я всегда читал газету в по-

езде.

I always used to read the news-

paper in the train.

Perfective aspect

Grammatical distinction

Perfective verbs have only two

tenses: the past (прочитал) and

the future (я прочитаю).

Perfective verbs have no pres-

ent tense since they denote a

completed action.

1) The Perfective stresses the

result, or pertains to the end, the

completion of an action.

Она прочитала ваше пись-

мо.

She read (has read) your letter.

2) Sometimes, the perfective

pertains to the beginning of an

action.

Ребёнок заплакал.

The child started to cry.

3) Or it may express single
actions, performed on one occa-

sion only.

Она поймала (once) мяч.

She caught the ball.
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4) Also it pertains to actions of

short duration.

Мы погуляли в парке.

We walked (for a while) in the

park.

Imperfective aspect

1) A) After the verbs: начи-

нать — начать, заканчивать —

закончить, любить — полю-

бить, нравиться — понравить-

ся, передумать, переставать —

перестать, привыкать — при-

выкнуть, продолжать, соби-

раться, стать (to begin), уста-

вать — устать, учиться.

Он начал писать тест.

Б) In negative constructions
with the verbs: договорился не,

обещал не, просил не, решил не, не

советую, советую не, не стоит.

Он решил не звонить Мари-

не.

Не стоит смотреть этот

фильм.

Perfective aspect

1) А) After the verbs: забыть,

помочь, предлагать — предло-

жить, пригласить, спешить,

(не) успеть.

Он забыл написать Марине

письмо.

Б) In positive constructions
with the verbs: договориться,

обещать, просить — попро-

сить, решить, советовать —

посоветовать, стоит.

Он решил позвонить Мари-

не.

Что стоит посмотреть в

Москве?
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