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HekoTopoe Bpewmst OH ABMrascsi BIOJIb KPOMKH Jleca, He yrasssich
OT Mopst, 6e30 BCSIKOI LieJn, a MOTOM octaHoBuiicst. OH cam He 3Hal,
YTO MMEHHO OXMIasl HalTH... B mobom cnyuae noka oH He Buze
37iecb HU4ero, KpoMe JepeBbeB, BOAbI U necka. CoJiHLe Bee ellie Bbl-
COKO CBETUJIO B Hebe, HO paHO MJM MO3JHO CTEMHEET, a y Hero
He OblJI0 HY BOJIbI, HY €/Ibl, HM YOE3KMILA Ha HOUb.

Xy>ke Toro — pyka 6osena Bce cuibHee. B nepBble MUHYTBI 371€Ch
OH CJIULLIKOM OTBJIEKCS HA MBICJIM O TOM, 4TO, BO3MO3KHO, CTaJl Mep-
BBIM UY€JIOBEKOM, MOMaBLUKM Ha 3Ty CTOPOHY... Ho Tenepb BonHeHue
CXJIBIHYJIO — OT HEro 0CTascs TOJIbKO 03HOO. JIob ropesn. ApteM no-
no3pe.aJl, uto y Hero kap. Cyzsi 1o TOMY, UTO OH 3Hajl 00 MH(pEeKLMH
1 3apaXeHHH KPOBH, 3TO ObLIO O4YeHb 1 OUYeHb M710X0. Heobxomumo
OYMCTUTb PaHy, NPOAe3NH(ULNPOBATb ee, IPUHSTb JIeKapCTBa, COU-
BaioLLye Temreparypy... ONHaKo B €ro pacrosioxkeHnu Oblja TOJIbKO
MOpCKast Bofia. ApTeM He OblJ1 yBepeH, CTOMT JIM POMbIBATb CBEXKYIO
paHy BOZIOi1 U3 OTKPBITOro BozoeMa... Ho Bce ke peLns puckHyTb:
paccuMTbIBATh Ha YbIO-TO MOMOLLb He PUXOAUIIOCh.

OH BepHysics K 6epery. HenpuBbIuHblIil 3anax, THUOM, PbIOHBI,
ycumuicst. Msrkye BoJIHbI HAaKaThIBajM Ha MECOK, OCTaBJIsist Ha OGepery
pBaHble KJIOYKM MeHbl. ApTeM 3alleli B BOAY 110 KOJIEHO — AaJibliie
no6osics. CIMLIKOM yrposkarollie U HEeMpPUBBIYHO LIENTaao Mope.
Maro 51 Kakast HeUMCTb Tausach B ryOuHe... Bpsin i oHa crana 6bl
noxn6upatbcst Tak 67M3KO K Gepery, HO MPOBepsTh He XOTesoCh. Ap-
TeM OTOpPBaJ M0JIOCY TKaHM OT pyballKu He 6e3 Tpyaa (TOJbKO B KHU-



rax repou jfiesiajqu 3TO OfHUM 3JIETaHTHbIM JIBUSKEHUEM) U XOpo-
LLIEHbKO BbIMOUMJI ee B Bofe. OH Habpas Bo3ayxa B JIETKUe, npeskie
yeM NPUIJIOKUTb TKaHb K pPaHe, M Bce paBHO 3aluunes ot 6omu. Koe-
KaK ApTeM NPOMbUI PyKy M 3aMOTasl CyXUM KyCKOM TKaHu. OcraBa-
7I0Cb HaZ#esITbCS], YTO ITO MOMOKET — XOTsI Obl 710 TeX Mop, NoKa OH
He HaliIeT MeCTHbIX, Y KOTOPbIX MOXKHO OyZeT NONPOCUTb MOMOLLU.
YTO ciyunTCsl, ecnv OHM OKakyTCs HeNpY>KeJNOOHbIMU, JyMaTb
He XOTeJOoCh.

Bno6asok emy Gbua HykHa npecHast Boaa. Ecim untn Bnonsb Ge-
pera, MO>KHO HaTKHYTbCS Ha py4eil WM Aaxke peKy — Bellb OHU J071-
KHBI BlaZiaTb B MOpe. 3Ta MbICJIb HEMHOTO OOHaneX1Bana.

OH MeziIeHHO MoLLes Briepe, CTapasich fAepsKaTbCsl OJIMKe K fie-
peBbsM. LIBeT ero mapagHOro Kamsosna OOJKeH Obll CIMBATHCS
C TEeMHbIM MeperJieTeHueM BeTOK, U ApTeM IMPUKUHYJ, YTO TaK
6oJIblLIe IIAHCOB OCTAaBATLCSl He3aMEeUYeHHbIM, YeM eCJIM UATH PSIZIoM
C MopeM, rzie oH OyzieT Kak Ha j1afoHu. OH NMOpPBIICS B KApMaHaXx, Ha-
ZiedCb HAalTU 4TO-TO NoJjie3Hoe. KpacHblii KaMeHb — OH 3aBEpHYIJI ero
B r1aTok. Yacel, nogapennsle Cangpom. OHM NOKasblBanM OAMHHA-
auaTh — B KpacHoM ropoge ceiiuac Houb. [losioskeHue CTpesiok SBHO
He COOTHOCHJIOCh CO BpeMeHeM 371eCb, Ha APYroil CTOPOHe, BO BCH-
KOM Cjly4yae Cyfis MO TEMJIOMy OpaHXKeBOMY CBETY, 3a/JMBaBLIEMY
n7sBK. JJeHb KJIOHMIICS K 3aKaTy — BO3MO3KHO, ObLJIO OKOJIO LLIECTH...
Kpome uacoB 1 KaMHs1 B KapMaHax 0OHapyXKUKCh: YacTasi rpebeHKa,
KaTyILKa C TOHKOI MPOBOJIOKOA, 6/10KHOT, KapaHzat. [Toxanyit, Ka-
TylKa Oblsa Hanbosee LEHHbIM MPeAMETOM M3 BCEX, BOT TOJIbKO
TNIPOBOJIOKM Ha Hell 0CTaBasioCh COBCEM UyTb-UyTb — B JIy4LlIeM CJIy-
yae MeTpa JiBa.

Huuero, uTo MO>XXHO KCNO/b30BaTh B KayecTse opysxkus. Huxkakoi
€MKOCTH — Jla’Ke eCJIM OH HaiileT BOZy, ee He B ueM OyzeT BCKHUIIsI-
TUTb. U Bce ke ApTeM peluns Ha4aTh C MOUMCKOB MPECHOrO BOAO-
eMa — U 3auiaraj HaBCTpeuy COJIHLY.

OH BHMMaTeJIbHO CMOTpeJ cebe Mof HOrM — MCKal pyueil 1iu
SMKM B 3€MJI€, HAallOJIHEHHbIE BOJOM: KOIZa-TO OH UMTaJl, YTO Ha I10-
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Oepeskbe BCTpEYalOTCsl TaKMe U MUTb U3 HUX HeonacHo. OH rmocma-
TpHMBal U B CTOPOHY Jleca: TO U [1eJ10 eMy UyAUJIUCb HEBHSITHbIE LLO-
POXU U LIeBeJIeHus, U KaXXblil pas OH C 3aMUpaHueM cepzua Xaaj,
4TO, JIOMast BeTKH, nepen HUM nosieutcs Tewb unu Canap — unu
KTO-TO 13 HEUHCTH, KOTOPOIA, KOHEUHO, IOJIKHO OBITb MHOTO B JIECY...
Bce 6bu10 THx0. Ecnut Obl He penikoe nTHube neHue, Aprem nomy-
maJt Obl, YTO 3TOT MUP BbIMEP.

Pyka 6onena. Korna no Buxe TeHu OH Juiumics nanbla, Obl1o
TaK ke 6071bHO. JKasko, uTo ceituac y Hero Het npu cebe Tex Tpas,
4T0 fasana eMy Mama Jluta... OH 0cTaHOBUJICS M C [OCALOM XJIOMHY
cebs1 310poBO#t pyKoii 1o 116y. M Kak MbICIIb O TpaBax cpasy He MpH-
1113 eMy B rosioBy?.. Benlb OH M3y4arn 3[ellH1e PacTeHNsl B OpaHxKe-
pee. HouHble 6paskHUKM — BOT YTO MOTJIO €My NMOMOYb. MSKOTb UX
TOJICTBIX [TITHLIEBUTBIX JIMCTbEB 00Jafana 60JeyTOSIOWMMH U JKa-
POMOHMKAILIMUMHU CBOMCTBaMM... [IpaBaa, mpexze uem ee ecTb, Ju-
CTbs1 CJIEZIOBAJIO XOPOLLEHBKO NMPOBAPUTb, YTOOBI BHIBECTH TOKCHHBI,
BbI3bIBAIOLLME Ia/UTIOLMHALIUM.

Houtble 6paskuuku. Bona. Oroub. Yoeskutie. Kto-uu6yap. OH Bsiio
TNPOKPYUMBaJ BCE 3TO B r0JI0BE, CTyMNasi 110 MeCKy, KOTOPbIil CKpaJblBal
3BYK 1uaroB. Jlymatb craHoBuUsoch TpyaHee. LLlym BoJH, KOTOPbIi 1O-
Hauasly KasaJjiCs eMy YCMOKauBalollMM, Tenepb paszgpaxain. Mope
OyZTO ryzesio y Hero B roJioBe — 1 BMECTE C HUM HaKaTblBasia 1 OTCTY-
nana 60nb B pyke. [IpunyBbl ¥ OTIMBBI — BOT KaK 3TO Ha3blBAaJOCh
B KHUrax. [[punmBbl ¥ OT/IMBbI MOPSI, PUJIMBbI M OTJIMBbI G0N

OH nouTH 3a6blJ1, YTO MILET, KOrZia 3aMEeTHJT TEMHO-JIUJIOBbIE JIU-
CTbs1 y KOPHEH OYeHb IPEBHEro ¢ BUAY lepeBa, YKYTaHHOTO CepoBa-
ThIM TIJTIOLLIOM.

ApTeM C TPyZOM OTKPYTHUJ HECKOJIbKO KPYIHbIX JIMCTbEB — Ye-
PEHKM ObLIM )KeCTKUMHU, — CBEPHYJI UX TPYOOUKO#1 M yOpas B KapMaH.

CosnHue onycTUIOCh Hike. EMy oueHb XoTesnoch muTh. S13bik ObLn
CYXMM M LLIePLLABbIM, KaK KOMOK Gymari.

K uemy npusen ero nocrynok? Yro tBoputcs B KpacHoM ropone
ceityac? I'me Cannp 1 kakum Oyzet ero cnenyrowmii xon? Ot MbIcieit
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0 HeM Obl1 Bcero Lar 10 Mbicieit o Kae. Bopyr oHa Toske Gpener ceii-
4ac BJOJIb TeMHeILleil KPOMKH Jieca, CoBCceM ofHa? BbITb MOXKeT,
OHa ceifuac TaM, MO APYTYIO CTOPOHY CIJIETEHHS] TEMHO-3€JIeHbIX
1 GHOJIETOBBIX BeTBeit. Bo3aMoskHO, coBceM 6113KO.

ApteM crucHyi 3yObl. OH BUZEJ, KaK B IPOPeEXy NPOBaMBaOTCs
Canpnp, Tenb, 'an. Kas crosna nocrarouno nanexko. Ona B KpacHom
ropoge. Korza ero 3aTsHysno B npopexy, B noasaie nabopaTtopuu
Obina Hacrosiuast 6oitHs. Cymena i Kas yuenerb? U kto okakercs
y py71sl IMIIEpUH NOCTIe TOTO, Kak MePBbIii LIOK OT Ucye3HoBeHust CaH-
Ipa npoiiner? ApTeM NpeKpacHO 3HAaJ: eC/ld He Cpedy rOpOXaH,
TO cpenu rocteil CaHzapa HaBepHsika HaAyTCs Te, KTO BOCMOJIb3YyeTCs]
BceoOlLieli pacTepsIHHOCTbIO.

— He nymaii 06 aTom, — npo6opmoTa oH, 1 COOCTBEHHBII rOJI0C
Mpo3Byyas HE3HAKOMO, Kak OYTO TOXKe CTasl YacTbiO ITOrO MyCTOro,
CTpPaHHOTO MHUpA.

Bo3Mo3kHO, OH HUKOTZa He BEPHETCst 00paTHO.

ApTeM OCTaHOBUJICS KaK BKOMaHHbIA. B cTaBllee NPUBbIYHBIM LIK-
TIeHe MOPCKHMX BOJIH BIUIETAJICS HOBBIi 3BYK... XKypuanue. [oBopmu-
BOE, 3KMBO€. ITO MOT ObITb TOJIBKO pyueil. ApTeM yckopui war. Haze-
K71a npuzana emy cui, v faske 60Jb B pyke Kak OynTo ocnabia. Yepes
TeCSITOK LLIaroB OH Y BNPaBJy yBUIE MeJIKH1ii pyueii C po3pavHoii BO-
II0i, KOTOPBIii Becesio Geskarl Mo YCThIO KOra-To OOJIbLLON PeKH.

OH ynan psnoM Ha KOJIeH! U NI, MW7, U, TI0KA SI3bIK He repe-
cran uapanarb He6o 1 fecHbl. Hukorna npesxxne Aprem He npo6oBas
TaKoi BKYCHOI BOZIbl — Jla>ke JKap, Ka>KeTcs, Hayas OTCTYNaTh.

Teneps, Koraa skakna Oblna yToNEHa, MOKHO ObLIO MOAYMaThb
0 TOM, YTO Aenarhb Aajbliue. HaunHano TeMHeTb.

Bo3mo>kHO, cTOUT NonbITaThCsl pa3BecTy OroHb? Kasi nokasbiBana
€My, KaK cief1aTb 9TO C TOMOLLIbIO TPEHMsI OHOM Majlouku O APYTYIO,
Y OJTHaXKIbl Y HErO Jjaske MOJIy4YMIIOCh — NpaBza, MoCJIe napbl YacoB
MOMNBLITOK MOJ ee HacMellnuBble KOMMeHTapuu. Ecnu nonyunrcs
¥ B 3TOT pas, y Hero OyayT 1 OroHb, 1 Bofa. Koctep OTroHsIET HOYHBIX
XULLIHHUKOB.



A ellie o4YeHb 3aMeTeH BO Mpake. ApTeM HeCKOJIbKO pa3 OrnoJoc-
HYJI JIMLO JIeITHOI BONOM, HaZlesiCh, YTO 3TO MPUAACT SICHOCTb MbIC-
JSIM.

Kap ctux, Ho ApTem 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO OH BCE elle KUBET B Tejle —
TNPUTaUICs], KaK 3Bepb, TOJIbKO M KJET BO3SMOKHOCTH CHOBA BOH3UTb
B HEro KOITH.

Hy>kHO nombITaThbCsl MCMOJB30BaTh OPAKHUKM — W JUJISl 3TOTO
OroHb HeoOXOAMM. APTeM BEpHYJICS B JieC, HabpaJ Cyxoro ceporo
MXa — NPUrOAMTCS U IJIsl KOCTpa, W IJIsl paHbl. Haiuen Heckosbko
MOAXOZSIUMX NaJIOYeK, HAJIOMaJl CyXUX BETOK 1 BEPHYJICS € HOObIYel
K pyublo. YCTPOUBILKCh Ha TEMJIOM MecKe, COOPYAU LasalluK Me-
Iy JBYMS KPYIHbIMYA KAMHSIMU Y IPUHSUICA 32 AeJIO0.

Aprem npencrassin cebe, uto Kasi cTouT psimom, KoMaHzyst:

— Pyku onycru... la He Tak, Aptem, Huxe... Huske! Bot, Tak xo-
poLo. BricTpee Tpy, UM Mbl TYT BCIO HOYb HA XOJI04e MPOCUAMM.

On Buzen ee HeJOBOJIbHOE JIMLIO, CJIbILIAJ A3BUTEJIbHBIA rOJIOC
TaK OTYETIIMBO, UTO B KAKOI-TO MOMEHT Pe3KO 00EpHYJICS: emMy Nouy-
IWJIOCD IBMKEHMeE 3a CIIMHOM, U Ha NPEKPAacHYIo JOJII0 CeKyHIbl Ap-
TEeM MOBEPUJI, UTO JeHCTBUTENIbHO YBULIUT €e.

Pasymeercs, 3a cnimHoi HUKOrO He Obls10. Pyka cHoBa Havana 60-
7IeTb, MOT 3aJIMBaJ [71a3a, ¥ He Pa3 U He J1Ba OH Oblsl 6/1M30K K TOMY,
4TOObl PaCIIaKaTbCsl OT OTYasiHbS... A MOTOM MeX €ro jajoHeil
BAPYT MOSIBUJICS JIETKUIl MPU3PAUHBbIi ILIMOK — TaK OYIHUYHO, KaK
OyATO TauJICs TaM BCeraa, 0Kuaast BO3MOKHOCTH POUTBCS Ha CBET.
C nosiBneHrem abiMKa y ApTema OTKpbUIOCh BTOPOe JbIXaHKe: OH
SHepruuHee 3afBUra JaJOHAMM, MbICJIEHHO YMOJISISl BbICILIME CUJIbI
nomMoub eMmy... M oroHek 3aHsisics, HeyBepeHHO B3OMPasiCh N0 CyXUM
TOHKMM BETOYKaM U JIOXMOTbSIM MXa.

ApTeM nonKuzbIBan 1 MOAK/aziblBaJl B KOCTEP BETKH, 3aKpbIBaJl €ro
OT BeTpa, OCTOPOXKHO AYJT Ha 71amsl, I0Ka OHO HAKOHeL, He 3aIisicaslo
Becesieit. Tosnbko y6enMBLIKCh, UTO KOCTEpP OKpen U GoJbllie He pU-
CKyeT MOracHyTb OT J1000ro MopbiBa BeTpa, ApTem 1no3Bosni cebe
B3IIOXHYTb C oOeryeHneMm. Tenepb NpULLIIO BpeMst 3aHSITbCSI PAHOIA.



O6103k1MB KOCTEp KaMHSIMU U NOAOPOCHB BETOK, OH CITyCTHJICS
UyTb HIDKe [0 TEUEHHMIO PyUbsl M PUHSIJICS KOMATh NECOK, [OKa He 10-
e o 6osee Bsizkoro cyosl. OH HanesICs CeNUTb U3 TTIMHBI COCYL
7151 JIMCTbEB, HO OHA OKa3aslach HEJOCTaTOUHO JIMIKOI 1 pa3BainBa-
71ach y HETo B pyKax.

BbiGpaB nucT GpaskHMKa MOMeHbllle, ApTEM W3MeJbYMIl ero Kak
Mor 1 06J1IeNuJI NOJTYUYMBILYIOCS KALLMLY [TIMHOM, CKaTaB U3 Hee 11ap
pasmepom c s16710Ko. [TMHa pacTekasnach U MII0X0 fepskana Gopmy,
1 ApTeM OCTOPOXKHO MOJIOKMJI LLIap B OTOHb, HAZIESICh, YTO OHA CXBa-
tuTCs. OH MOHSTHS HE MMeJ, YAACTCS! JIM TaKUM CIocoOOM BbIBECTH
TOKCHHBI M3 HOUHbIX OpakKHUKOB... Ho 3TO BCe paBHO nyillle, 4yeM xe-
BaTb CBEKHE JIUCTbSI.

ApTeM BbIKaTHJI IMIMHSIHBIIA [1Ap U3 KOCTPA, MOALENYB KOHUMKOM
BeTkU. OH C TPeBOroii OTMETHJ, YTO Xap Bo3BpaLiaercst. BoaMoxHo,
y Hero ocTaBajoch He TaK MHOTO BpeMeHH. [Ipuiisoch skaarh, noka
3aTBepZeBLLNIA LlIap HEMHOTO OCTbIHET, YTOObI Pa3OUTh €ro 0 KaMeHb.
ConepskMMoe MaxJio He TaK, Kak MOJIOKEHO NaXHYTb MPOBAPEHHBIM
HOYHBIM Opa’kHMKaM, HO 3aTO LIBET OblJl IPaBUJIbHBIM — HACILLEHHO-
JIJIOBbIM, KaK TeMHas CBeKJIa.

Aptem Konebasncs Henonro. OmbIT yu4eHOro MoAcKasbiBaj, YTO
cnenoBano Obl MCTBITATh MOJIYYEHHOE JIeKapCTBO, HO, yBbl, €My
He Ha KOM ObLJIO 3KCIIepYMEHTHPOBAThb, KpoMe cebst camoro.

OH OCTOPO>KHO 3a4epITHyJ1 HEMHOT'O KalLMLbl 13 00JIOMKOB [TIMHSI-
HOTO L1apa, oAy — MaJblibl 00KKUrano — 1 OTrpasui ee B por. Kuc-
7I0BaTasi, COBCEM He TaKasl raikasi, Kak OH OXK1ziaJl. MrHOBEHHOro 3¢-
¢eKkTa He HACTYMUJIO, M HA BCSIKUIL CIyuail OH C'beJl, AaBsiCb, MOUTH
ropcTb. Bosnblie no6osisncs: ecnm BbIBECTH TOKCUHBI He YAAcTcs, ne-
peno3upoBKa MOXKET UMETb He CaMble MPUSITHbIE MOCTIeICTBHUSL.

Oskunasi, MoKa NPUroTOBJIEHHOE JIEKAPCTBO MOZeHCTBYeT, ApTem
CXOZUJT K KPOMKe Jleca M MpUHEC K KOCTPY ellle MXa ¥ XBOPOCTa.
Y KopHeii iepeBbeB eMy NONanch rpubbl — KPenKue, sipKo->KeNThle,
Ha TEMHBIX HOXKaX — U LieJIble POCCHINN MeJIKUX OJIeIHO-PO30BbIX

Aro — BO3MOYKHO, HECIIeJIbIX.
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EcTb x0Ten0Cch — HO He HAacTONbKO, UTOOBI MPOOOBATH HE3HAKO-
Mble sironbl ¥ rpubbl. B oparxepee KpacHoro ropona ApreM Takux
TOUYHO He Bujen. Tam pocio NMLIb OKOJO NATUAECITU BULOB pacTe-
HUI1 C 3TOI CTOPOHBL. BO3MOXHO, MHOTME M3 HUX He OblIK MPHUCIIO-
co6J1eHbl K YCIIOBUSIM €ro pOIHOro Mupa.

Y kocTpa OblJ10 Terio, paHa Obia nepeBsi3aHa, psiioM HaXOLUIICs
MCTOYHMK YMCTOM BOJIbL... Bompeku BceMy ApTeM No4TH yCIOKOUJICS.
HouHble OpakHUKM NMOZEHCTBYIOT, U OH NPUAYMAET, Iie pasnolbiTh
efly: uepenaxu 3apblBaloT siiiLia B IECOK X MOXXHO COOPYIUTb YIOUKY
17151 pblObl — @ MOTOM....

Cpenu niepeBbeB CTOST YeJI0BeK.

OH Obu CIIMILKOM 7aneko, U B CrylLiaroleiics TeMHOTe ApTem
HE MOT Jlake pasjiMuuTh, My>X4MHA 3TO UM XeHluHa. OH nuxopa-
IOYHO AyMaJl, KaK ObITb, ¥ TYT NMpHULLEIeL| CKPbIICS U3 BUTY.

Aprema 6una KpymnHasi APOXKb, MO Liee CKaTWUJIach ORMHOKasl
Kanss nota. OH BOPYr OYeHb OCTPO OLLYTUJI MYCTOTY CBOUX PYK —
1 Hayajl TOPOIJIMBO LIAPUTb BOKPYT, IOKA He Halles KaMeHb MOKPYII-
Hee. Kperko 3axaB ero B KyJake, OH I04yBCTBOBaJ cebs elie 6osee
6es3alTHEIM. UTO, ecnim u3 sieca 3a HUM HabJIONAeT Liesblil OTpsiz
mozeit? BoamMoxkHO, cTonso yopaTbcst OT pyubs, NIOKa He MO3JHO...
Ho nomosxet ym 370, ecnu ero yxe sametnnu?

Yenosek nossuscs cHosa. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH wen npsmo K Aptemy,
CMOKOWHO, HETOPOMNJIMBO, Pa3Max1Basi PyKaMu, KaK Ha MpOryJiKe.

Aprem nogo6pasncs, Kpenye CXaJl KaMeHb, INTyOOKO BIOXHYIL...
¥ pasrisigen JuLo YesioBeKa.

— Kas!.. — Tonoc copancs, u ApTemy He ¢ nepBoro pasa yaanochb
TNIOJHATHCS HA HOTU: T0JI0BA KPY>KWJIACh, HABEPHOE, OT CUACTbSI.

9T0 ObIJIO ATOUCTMYHO — HO, TIOXO3KE, OH 1 BIIPSIMb [0 CHX MOp Ha-
Zies1sIcsl, UTO OHa TOXKE TYT.

JleByluka nogpotuna 6vke, 1 COMHEHHIT He OCTanoCh. ITO OHa:
pbiKasi Koca HeOpeskHO MepeKUHyTa uyepes Mievo, cepble r71asa Ha-
CMELIJIMBO PasIygiblBalOT ero KOCTePOK W MPUNACh], BECHYLIYATbIH
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HOC MOPILMTCS, Kak OyATO OHA BOT-BOT Y/bIOHeTCs. PykaB KypTKH —
B Oypbix naTHax. CaHap paHu u ee?

— Her, — ckasana Kas, 6yaro npouunras ero Mbicau. — 3To npo-
CTO SITOZIbL.

— Kagi, — Tyno nosropusn ox. ['on10Ba 3akpy>kunach cujbHee. —
MecTHble Arozpl... He CTOUJIO €CTb.

Ona He oTBeuasa — OCTAHOBMJIACh PAAOM C HUM U MOKayanach
C MATKY HAa HOCOK, XMypsACb. OHM MOJTYa CMOTpeJM APy Ha Apyra.

— Hy, — nakonen ckasana Kas, — 4To MHTEpecHOro Thbl YnuTan
B MOCJIefiHee Bpems?

— Yto? — Aprem cnenan HeyBepeHHbIii LIar K Heil, U MUp BOKPYT
HAKPEHWJICSI: TEMHbIE KOHTYPbI IePEBbEB y Hee 3a CIMHOI, 6eperoast
JINHYSI, HEBbICOKME BOJIHbI, ¥ CaM OH elBa He CbeXaJl BHUS.

OH mombITasnCsl yXBaTUTbCS 3a Hee, uTOObI yaep:KaTh, HO, X0Ts Kas
0CTaBasach HEMOJBMKHOM, HE CyMell.

— Yro npoucxoout? 3to 3eminerpsacenue? Ham HykHo... Ham
HY’KHO...

— 4 npounrana «boxxecTBeHHyl0 KOMeauio», — 3asBuna Kas. —
B Heii roBopuTcst 0 Mecre, KoTopoe HasbiBaeTcst Afl. Tbl 0 HEM Cllbl-
wan? Ha camom gene, tTam nycro. Tam HUKOTO HeT.

OHa paccesiHHO nepefGupasna nmanbuamu Kocy, 1 Aprem BApYr
BcrioMHUN: Kas ee oTpesana. Tenepb y Hee KOPOTKMe BOJIOCHI, He-
POBHO TOpuallie BO BCe CTOPOHBL. Ee pocKolHO#i Kockl 6071blie HeT
HUrJe — TOJIbKO B €ro BOCIIOMUHaHMSX... M BueHusx.

— 970 HOuHble OpaskHMKH, — 0ObsicHun oH Kae, nepxkachb 3a Ba-
7yH, uToObI He ynacTb. — Ho 3T0 He Tak cTpalLHO, Kak st aymant. [1aB-
HOe, uToObI 3kap cra.

Kas npoTsiHyna pyky, KocHynacb ero j6a. OH NpuiIbHYJ K ee fa-
TIOHU, HO He MOYYBCTBOBAJ IPUKOCHOBEHHUSI.

— 51 Tebs1 Gonblie He yBIXKY? — mpotluenTan Aprem ¢ 60Jbto, Mo-
pasuBLueii ero camoro. — Bonblue Hukoraa, Tak?

Kast otBena B3rasiza B cropoHy. [anblibl, nepebuparoliiye Kocy, 3a-
MepJM B HaNpsDKeHUU. B3risi cephix r1a3 cTan KakKMM-TO TYCKJIbIM.
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— JlanHo, He otBeyvail. — OH ynan Ha PyKH, ¥ OCTpble KAMHU BITU-
JIUCD B NafoHu. — Jake nyuite... He oTBevail. Ckasku TOJIBKO OZIHO,
noxkasnyicra...

Kocrep ¢ Tpeckom noxwupan Cyxoil MOX M OCTaTKM KalLWLbl
13 6pakHUKOB. B He60 NoHMMAICs YAYLLUMBBIi IYCTOM JbIM.

— Tonbko ofHO, — noBTOpPUI ApTeM, 3aabixadchb. — Tol yuenena?
Tam, B KpacHom ropone? Tbl sx1Ba?

Kas eme HexoTOpOe BpeMsl BHMMaTesIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero,
a rI0TOM Cepble I71a3a MUTHYIJIU U 3aCHSIIU, OKUJIA.

— Jla. Jla, a1 xuBa.

Aprem 3axsieGHysCS KalleM — JIbIM MOMNas B JIerK1e, — a Koraa
nopHsi ronoBy, Kau yske He 6b110 psinom. OH He ycrien oLy TUTb 60J1b
yTparthl, NOTOMY UTO y €ro KOCTpa MOSIBUJICS HOBbIIA TOCTb.

— Hy snpasctByii, — HacMelnmBoO nponsHec Canap.

Mimnepatop KpacHoro ropozna 6bi1 ofieT Tak ke, Kak Ha Npueme,
TOJIbKO BeCb NepeMasaH Ipsi3blo 1 3eJIeHblo, OyATO NPOAUparcs ue-
pe3 KyCTbl.

— Te6s TyT Het, — xpunio ckaszan ApteM. — MHe npocTo mMepe-
LLMTCSL....

— Mosxer ObiTb, — nokan mieyamu CaHap. — A MOXET, U HeT.
Jlyurie 6b1, KOHEUHO, UTOOBI MepeILMIOCh... [lns Tebst nyulle, ApTeMm.

Canpp npuaBuHyscst 67Ke, 1 ApTeM OLLYTHI Ha JIULIE TEMJIO ero
AbIxaHusl... CIMLIKOM NpaBaonofo6Ho Ans raamounHaumu. OH moxo-
sozen.

— IloTomy uTO 9 He npowain npenareabCTBa, — MSrKO,
Jaske COYyBCTBeHHO nponosnkui Canap. — [loMHnilb, 4To Cydu-
nocb ¢ MapToii? Tak BOT 3TO MYCTSIK N0 CPaBHEHHUIO C TEM, UTO £ CHie-
7nato ¢ T060ii... — OH noKavas royoBoii, FpyCTHO B3[OXHYI: — Yem
6onbllle pasouapoBaHUe, TEM CypoBee HakasaHue, ApreM. A Tbl
CHJIbHO pa3oyapoBail MeHsl... OueHb cuibHO. Thl Obl1 N0JIE€3€H U3-3a
kamHs. M Tenu. Tol npusen ero ko MHe... Ho, MOMUMO 3TOrO... Thl
npasza HPaBUJICA MHe. YeM-TO MOX0XX Ha MeHsl CaMOro — MHOTO JIeT
Haszazl. OnuHOKMIL. AMOMLIMO3HBINA. YMHBIA. Tel MOr 6bl OBITH PSITOM
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co MHOi1. Mor crartb 4acTbi0 HOBOro mMupa... Ho BMecTo aToro Tbl
ympeliib. M aTo 6yner 60bHo... ¥ KOTO.

— TeGe MeHs He HamyraTb, — coBpas ApTeM.

CaHzp rpycTHO y/IbIGHYIICS:

— 51 He xoten nyratb Tebs1, ApreM. Tonbko npenynpenutb. ObloUTb.

Aprem couypuscs, 1 CaHap BAPYT NpeBpaTUiICs B ITHLY — 00JIb-
LLIYI0, Pa3MEPOM C KOLIKY, C YepPHbIMU KPbUIbSIMU ¥ KPAaCHBIM XOXOJI-
koM. [loiimaB ero B3z, OHa MOprHy”na:

— ObrouTs!

ApTeM MeJJIeHHO NPOTSIHYJ PYKY K nTuie. OHa Obuia KpacuBOH,
OYeHb KpPacMBOW, HO OH BAPYT BCMOMHWJI, UTO JaBHO HE eJl... A psiioM
ropeJi KOCTep Y BUJI0Cb afHoe, FOJIONHOe MIaMs.

— ObtouTb. — Bup y NTULIBI CTaJl HACTOPOKEHHDIM.

ApTeM BuzieN ee r71a3a COBCeM OJIM3KO — 3KeJThle, LiBeTa MeZa.
B Hux nposkany g3b14KM NMaaMeHU, U OH BCMIOMHMJI CKas3Ky O NTULe
no uMmenu QeHMKC, KOTOpas ymesa CropaTb M BO3POXKIATbCH
13 nensa. BosMoxHO, eciiv CbeCTb Uy[eCHYIo NTULLY, Y HEro TOXe Mo-
JIyYUTCS BO3POOAUTHCS?

— Bosponutbcst MHe Gbl He momelano, — Mpob6opMoTan OH
1 He y3HaJ COOCTBEHHOrO rojoca.

Emy crano xyTko. [Ituue, Buaumo, Toxxe — 13aas elle ofWH Npo-
TSDKHBIA KPMK, OHa, XJIoNas KpbUIbSIMM, OTOpBasach OT necka. Men-
JIEHHO NJIAHUPYsl, K HoraM ApTeMa yrnaso 60JIbLIOe [ISIHLEBUTOE Mepo.

— Kpacnoe, — npowentan oH u BcnoMHun npo Kpachsiit ropog,
a notoMm npo 6016 B pyke. Pyka He 6onena — B Heil SKMJIO JIMILIb BOC-
nomuHaHue o 6osu. Aptem He 6e3 Tpyzna Hallles COOCTBEHHBI JI0O.
OH 6blJ1 TEMJIBbIM.

— lo6outble a¢ppekTbl. — 0510C BCe ellie 3Byuas CTPaHHO.

OH NJIOTHO 3amaxHys KaM30J1 U el y KOCTpa, NOAOPOCH B HErO
BETOK 1 I0PafoBasICe, 4To 3anaccs UMY 3apaHee.

— [naBHOe, He yXOAM OT OrHS. — ApTeM CHOBa 3aroBOPUII
BCJIyX — Ha ceii pa3 Ajs Toro, yToObl 3TO MPO3BYyYaso BecoMee AJist
HEro camoro.



On 3anycTun nasblibl B TENJblit T€COK, MPUKPbLUI [71a3a.

ApTeM He MOMHUJI, KaK [OJr0 CUAes BOT TaK, OLLYLIAs TEe1o ne-
CKa U >kap KOCTpa, BAbIXasi COJIeHblil 3amax MoOps 1 XBOIHbIIt — neca.
TosoBa nponoskana Kpy>KUTbCS: B TEMHOTE MOJ, BeKaMU paciycKa-
JIUCb OTHEHHbIE LIBEThI, ONUH KpacuBee APYroro, U Kasasoch, YTO MX
JIENeCTKU PacKpbIBAOTCS OT MOPCKOTO IyJa...

[lo owyieHusM npoLLso He MeHblle Mojy4yaca 40 MOMEHTa, KO-
rna ApTeM peLLusICsl BCe JKe MPUOTKPbITD r1a3a, MeJJIeHHO U OCTO-
pOKHO, KaK OyaTo nonHUMas 3aHaBec... M cHoBa yBuzen yenoBeka,
UIYLIero K HeMy CO CTOPOHBI Jieca.

OH mBUrasncst HeyBepeHHO, CCyTYJIMBLIMCh, OOKOM, CJIOBHO 3a0blJ,
KaK xonuThb. Ero nyieun Gbinu cBefeHbl, r0JIOBa OMyllieHa, Kak 6yaTo
oH Gosncs ynapa. [lepeiM noOyskaeHrnem Aprema Obulo BCTaTh
Y MOWTH HAaBCTpeuyy — 4eJIOBEK BbIMIAAes TaK, CJI0BHO HYKAAJCS
B MTOMOLLM, — HO OH CTHUCHYJ 3yObl 1 OCTaJCs Yy KOCTpa.

— Yxonu, — npouenTtan ApTeM, OTBOAS B3rsA. — XBatuT. Tebs
30€Cb HeT.

Ho ¢urypa Ha ¢$oHe TeMHOTHI jeca NpoAoJKana ABUraTbCs
K HeMy. ApTeM CHOBa C>KaJl B KyJlake KaMeHb 1 CyJOPO’KHO B3LOXHYII.
B03MOHO, Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy He MepeLLMIIOCh... U TOTna NPUAeTCs 3a-
LMLaTh cebsl.

Ha kocrep ynana nnuHHas TeHb. YenoBek CTOSJ1 MOKAuMBasICh,
He Buns Aprtema. [lycToii, MxopafouHblii B3risz ObUl yCTpeMIeH
TOJIbKO B OTOHb. Ero nnijo 66110 B KPOBOMOATEKAX M CHHSIKAX, U KPOBb
HauepTuia KpPUBble JOPOXKHU Ha lleKax U Lee. Bonockl caunmuch
¥ 3anavkanucb. OH efjBa CTOSI HA HOTax.

— lNan? — npoiuenTan ApTeM, Onyckast KaMeHb.

YenoBek He OTBETUIL.



T n 1.7,
L naba A0 INafd

...3emJ1s1 OblJ1a TBEPAOIA, M JIONAThI BrPbI3aJIUCh B HEE C COUHBIM, Bece-
JIBIM 3BYKOM, KaK OyATO KOMaTessiM B pafioCTb Oblsa MX XyTKas pa-
6ora. Kas Toxe Kornana: ee OTTECHUJM ObLIO B CTOPOHY — «3JTO
Heobs13aTesIbHO», — HO OHA BEpHYJachb, CHOBA B3s171ach 3a JIOMATY,
¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 HUKTO He CKasaJl el HU CJIOBa.

Ona oTolia Kak MOXKHO Jasblle OT ocTasbHbIX. Eif xoTenock no-
ObITb OIHOIA.

HyskHo 6bi0 BBIKOMATD IITYOOKYIO 5IMY, M pabOTaTh MPULIIOCH
KyZa JOJiblIe, 4YeM OHa OXKuasa. bbuio npoxnagHo, HO MOT 3a1uBai
eii rnasa, a 1afioHy ropesy. M xopotuuo: eif XoTenoch 3TOi OTpessIsi-
1oleit 6011, X0Tenoch, YTOObl HAa KOXKe OCTaJMCh OTMETHHBIL.
[TycTb Gbl OHM He MPOXOAMIM MOTOM HUKOTZIA — MOTOMY 4YTO CMEPTH
B 1ofiBasie JlabopaTopuu Oblyv 1 Ha ee pyKax.

Ona Bce Komnasa W Komnasa, a IoTOM mnotues cHer. [Ipo3paunble
3BEe3[J0OYKM ONYCKaauCb Ha TBepAble KOMbsl y Kpasi MOTMJIbI
1 He Tasin. HoBble 3eMsiHble OpbI3ry racuiv MX HaBcersa.

Kas mouyBcTBOBasna Ha cebe B3rsia. M noBopaunBaTbCst He HY5KHO
6b1110, uTOOBI MOHATB: 3TO Carua. bosblie HUKTO He Mor Gbl CMOTpETD
Ha Hee C TaKoi HEHABUCTDIO.

— Tenepb Tbl, HaBepHOe, cyacTaNBa?

Kas monuana. Jlonata ¢ TsaxXenbiM 3BSIKaHbEM HATKHYJIACbh
Ha YTO-TO TBepzHoe. MoxeT, cTapast Tpy0a M SKeCTsIHKa.

— Tgos noxpyra noru6na... Mue xanb. — [lo ronocy Caun 6b110
TIOHSITHO, YTO €/ BOBCE He asb. — A Kak HacueT Moux fipy3eit? Towa
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He MoxeT BcTaTh. M He 3Hato, cMoxeT . — Ee ronoc apoxkan. —
ATan...

Kasi BbInpsiMunach, 4yBCTBYS, KaK IyANUT NOSICHULIA.

— Tan 6bl1 1 MouM apyrom Toxke. — OHa ckasana «Obl», KaK
OyaTo He Bepuia, UTO OH MOXKET BepHyTbcsl. OHa roBopuiia O HeM
B MpOLLe/iLlieM BpeMeHHU.

— [Jla, — npotsnyna Cartua, — fpyrom... — Ee rosioc okpen, BeIpoc,
HabpaJl cujly, CJIOBHO CTeHbl COYYBCTBUS, UTO caepskuBanu Cauy
10 CHX TMOp, ONHUM MaxoM PyXHynu. — Jla uTo Thl BOOOLIE 3Haellb
0 npyx0e, a? ApTeM... OH 06U Tebsi — MO-TBOEMY, 3TO He ObIJO
3ameTHO? U 3Haelb 4T0?

— Yr0? — ycrano cnpocuna Kas, cHoBa BOH3as B 3eMJIIO JIONATY.

— Mmue — na, MHe Gbl10 G0JIblLIE [IeN1a 10 TOTO, YTO OH YYBCTBYET
1 0 ueM Jiymaer, ueM Tebe. He notomy, uto MHe HyskHa Oblia ero mno-
MOlllb, @ MPOCTO TaK. [l0TOMY YTO OH XOpPOLLUA, U...

— Io-TBoeMmy, s 1u71a ¢ HUM, TOTOMY UTO MHE Hy>KHa Obly1a ero no-
molib? — Kasi roBopusia CMOKO#HO, € OTPeLLeHHbIM, MPOXJafHbIM
mo6onbiTcTBOM. H1 061ibl, HY THEBa OHa He uyBCTBOBaJIa. — BOT Kak
Tbl 9TO BUJULLIb?

— Jla, — otBetuna Cauia c BbI30BOM, M Kas yciblnana, kak oHa
LIarHysia B CTOPOHY siMbl. — MIMeHHO Tak. A Kak ele? Jlymaellib, XOTb
KTO-TO, KTO BUieJl BaC BMeCTe, OoBepuJI Obl, uTo Tebe Ha Hero He ruie-
BaTb? Tbl IPEKpaCcHO 3Hasna, 4To OH BoOIeH. M Tebe 3T0 HPaBUIOCH.

— Yro?.. — locnenHee yTBep>kaeHne Ha MIHOBEHHE BbI3Bajlo
B Kae Hacrosiee ynusnenue. — HpaBunocb?..

Cawa pacxoxoranacb, 1 ee cMeX — HeBeceJlblil, MEPTBbII — eLle
HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi 3BeHeJ1 B XOJIOHOM OCEHHeM BO3JIyXe.

— He npukunbiBaiics. Tebe HpaBUI0Ch, 4TO OHM 06a 3a TO6OIi Oe-
ratoT. Tel ropaio yiuna ua Arado ¢ ApremoM... «Oif, s1 HUKaK He MOTy
0CTaTbCsl, Y MEeHs1 TaKasl BbICOKasl LieJlb, YTO sl OT Hee He OTKaXKyChb»...
A OH-TO HaBepHsiKa MOAYMaJl, YTO Thbl UJELLb, TOTOMY UTO BbIOpasa
ero. Ckaskelllb, Tebe 3TO U B 'OJIOBY He NPUXOAUIIO?

— 3aTKHUCD.
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— A TaHa THl OCTaBuna, nepes 3TUM IOCaZMB Ha KPIOUOK.
Ila OT Hero HUKTO Obl HUKOTZA He yuen! Panu Hero MHOrMe eBUOHKU
13 AraHo 3a6bu1 Obl Ipo J060e obellaHye... A Thbl XOTeJ1a N0Ka3artb,
Kakasi Thl 0COOeHHas, 4ToObL...

— Hy u kawa y te6s B ronoBe. — Kasi HakJIOHMIaCh, BbITALLMIA
Y3 3eMJIA CTapylo )XeCTSHKY U IUBbIpHYNa ee K CallMHbIM Horam. —
Cynuiub MeHst o cebe, na? TeGe BooOle UTO-TO, KPOME NapHei, 1H-
TepecHo?

— Kpowme napheit? — B3pusruyna Cawa. — [lapHeii... MHe Obln
HyskeH Bcero ofuH. Oaun! C Tex nop, Kak 51 6bu1a coBceM peGeHKOM.
Mue 6b110 iecsiTh JIeT, a s1 CMOTpena Ha Hero u aymana: «OH Gynet
MOUM MY3KeM, Koraa s Bblpacty». OH Torna He Obli KHsi3eM. JleB-
YOHKM Ha HeM He BUCJHU... CeBep KOJIOTUJ ero rnovem 3psi, a ero
Martb... — Callla oceknach, 3arosopura criokoiinee. — Ho Mue Bcerna
Obl1 Hy>KeH TOJIbKO OH. TosbKo OH. §1 BblKMna B ropoze Tenn — panu
Hero. A Tbl npuLisa 1 3abpasia ero, BOT Tak MPOCTO.

— Hy u3BuHu, — npo6opmortana Kas. Tynast 6o7b B rpynu He OT-
crynana, ¥ CaivHbl OOBHHEHHS] HE MO OT 3TOrO OTBJIeUb. — Tbl
YTO, AYMaelLlb, LieJb MOeii )KU3HU — TeOs 1037UTh?

— O net. — Tenepnb Carua rosopuna crokoiiHee. OHa Toe ycTrana. —
51 mymato, Liesib TBOEIA SKU3HU — 3TO MPUHOCUTH Oefbl... He MHe — BceM.
AraHo, ropor Tenu, aToT ropog... Tbl cama HUYero He MOKeLLb MOCTPO-
UTb U MO3TOMY BCE TOJIbKO paspywaewb. — Calia ropopuna Tak
CTPACTHO, KaK OYATO y>Ke MHOrO pa3 NPOKpy4MBaa 3Ty peyb B rOJIOBe. —
Tl BoOOLLIE He TyMaelllb, PEsKIe YeM UTO-TO cAienarth... [Ipocto nnewnb
Hayraz... M BoT K uemy 310 npuseso. [an n Aptem nponanu — ckopee
BCEro, OHW HMKOI7Ia He BepHyTCs. Tollla He BCTaeT — BO3MOXKHO, OH, KaK
Wura, He cMoxxeT xoauTb. Tl XOTb MOHMMAELIb, YTO OH Cervac 4yB-
crByet? Her, TeGe rnieatp. Thi CTOMLUD TYT, )Kaseellb cedst, a Jyurtie Obl
Tnoxkasesia 3Ty HeCYaCTHYIO Iypy, KOTOpasi TeDst MOCIyLuaa, a Tenepb...

— JloBonbHO. — Ha KauHbl ccyTyneHHble nieun sierna AjvMHHas
TeHb. — JleBouka, ocTaBb ee B okoe. Mau k ceoemy npyry. OH 3Ban
Tebs1. EMy Hy>KHa MOMOLLb.
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