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Abstract

The Comparison of the Models of Theme-Rheme Progression in

Classical and Contemporary Chinese Discources

The aim of this project is to investigate the principles of theme-rheme analyzing
of discourses written in the archaic and contemporary Chinese languages; is to ravel
which models of theme-rheme progression can be met in archaic Chinese discourses
and which models of theme-rheme progression are suitable for describing the
structure of contemporary Chinese discourses; is to classify the main models of
theme-rheme progression (namely, free pattern; linear thematic progression and
mixed pattern); and is to compare the structure and cohesive devices of discourses
written in ancient and contemporary Chinese languages.

As for ancient Chinese language materials, the majority of the examples is taken
from “Mencius”, “The Great Learning”, “The Doctrine of the Mean”, “Classic of the
Virtue and Tao”, “Analects of Confucius”, “Chuang-Tzu”. The majority of modern
Chinese discourses is taken from “Xiao Ai” written by Eileen Chang.

The theoretical foundation of this project is Theme-Rheme progression theory.
Its priority belongs to Czech linguists — Mathesius, Firbas and Danes. According to
this theory, the first step of discourse analysis is to resolve all simple sentences that
belong to the discourse into two parts: theme and rheme; the second step is to
determine the model of theme-rheme progression that complies with the structure of
the analyzed discourse.

Chapter 1 deals with following aspects: the purpose and significance of the
research; the description of language materials and methods, used for the research;

the train of thoughts and the content of the research and literature review on this
v



topic.

Chapter 2 investigates the structure of discourses written in Archaic Chinese.
The first step is to definite the principles of decomposing various types of simple and
complex sentences into theme and rheme. After that the paper deals with analyzing
the main models of theme-rheme progression, namely: free pattern, alternating
progression, progression with constant rheme, the pattern with the omission of the
above theme, the pattern with the omission of the rheme, symmetry pattern,
intersecting pattern, question and answer pattern, linear thematic progression and
mixed pattern. Three models of theme-rheme progression are classified.

Chapter 3 analyses the structure of discourses written in modern Chinese. Firstly,
the principles of decomposing various types of simple and complex sentences are
discussed. Then various models of theme-rheme progression are analyzed. Three
models are classified.

Chapter 4 compares characteristic features of discourses written in ancient and
modern Chinese. Apart from the symmetry pattern, that is characteristic only for
ancient Chinese, all other models can be found in discourses written in both the above
languages.

The following text discusses the phenomenon that is characteristic for three types
of sentenses written in both languages. The phenomenon is that these sentences are
made by using one of three models of theme-rheme progression. The principles of
connecting simple sentences into discourse are used to connect theme and rheme
which belong to simple sentence. This phenomenon is characteristic for both ancient
and modern Chinese languages and is not characteristic for Indo-European languages.

The main characteristic feature of the discourses written in Archaic Chinese is
horizontal, vertical and diagonal symmetry. Symmetry means that theme-rheme
elements have the same grammatical structure in horizontal (vertical, diagonal)

orientations. The majority of discourses has both vertical and horizontal symmetry or
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only vertical symmetry or at the same time has vertical, horizontal and diagonal
symmetry or only diagonal symmetry. In a word, horizontal, vertical and diagonal
symmetry is the chief method of organizing ancient Chinese discourses.

Discourses written in contemporary Chinese partly reserve vertical symmetry or
are not symmetric entirely. The chief method of organizing modern Chinese
discourses is to use lexical and grammatical cohesive devices (reiteration, synonymy,
antonymy; omission of theme, reference ets.).

Chapter 4 also discusses similarities and differences between cohesive devices
used in both discourses (oneness of cohesive devices and their variety; associative
cohesion; the frequency of using synonyms as cohesive device; the omission of
theme).

Chapter 5 deals with applying Theme-Rheme progression theory to the process of
teaching russian students classical and contemporary Chinese. This theory can be
used to explain grammatical phenomena; to improve students’ skills in Chinese
writing and reading; to explain the algorithm of putting in order sentences that should
construct a discourse and to make the process of learning ancient Chinese prose by
heart easier for students.

Chapter 6 includes the conclusions of this project, its innovative points, the
insufficient respects and a look forward to the future research.

The appendix contains a correlation table which compares the models of
theme-rheme progression used in discourses written in ancient and modern Chinese,
English and Russian languages. The significance of this table is that Theme-Rheme
progression theory lets us compare and contrast cohesive devices and structures of
discourses written in languages that do not only have different types but also belong
to different historical stages.

The main creating points of the project

1) Theme-rheme progression theory is used to analyze the structure and
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cohesive devices of discourses written in Pre-Qin Chinese.

2) The project compares the structure and cohesive devices of discourses written
in archaic and modern Chinese.

3) The chief models of Theme-Rheme progression in ancient and modern
Chinese discourses are classified.

4) The project demonstrates that Theme-Rheme progression theory is suitable
not only for describing the structure of discourses written in languages
heaving different types, but is also suitable for describing languages, that

belong to different historical stages.

The scientific significance of the project

1) Theme-Rheme progression theory is suitable for describing the structure of
archaic Chinese discourses.

2)The chief method of organizing Archaic Chinese discourses is vertical,
horizontal and diagonal symmetry of Theme-Rheme elements; while the chief
method of creating ancient Chinese discourses is to use lexical and grammatical
cohesive devices.

The practical value of the project is that the achievements of the investigation can

be used in the process of teaching ancient and modern Chinese languages and in the

process of translating ancient and modern Chinese texts.

Keywords:
discourse analysis; Theme-rheme progression theory; cohesive devices; vertical,
horizontal and diagonal symmetry; free pattern; intersecting pattern; mixed pattern;

linear thematic progression.
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IIpenuciaoBue

ComnocTraBuTeIbHBII aHAJIN3 TeMa-peMaTH4YeCKUX MPorpeccuii,
ONUCHIBAIUIMX CTPYKTYPY cBepX(ppa3oBbLIX ¢IMHCTB
Ha IPeBHEKUTANCKOM U COBPeMEHHOM KHUTACKOM SI3bIKAX

[lenp HACTOSAMIETO WCCIEIOBAHHUS 3aKIIOYaeTCs B TOM, 4YTOOBI BBIICHUTH
MPUHLIKIEL, JIEKAIMe B OCHOBE aKTyaJlbHOTO WICHEHHS CBEPX(PPa30oBbIX CAUHCTB Ha
JIIPEBHEKUTACKOM M  COBPEMEHHOM  KHTAliCKOM  S3bIKaX; TMOHATh, Kakue
TeMa-peMaTHIeCcKue MPOrPeCcCHH TMOAXOIAT ISl OITUCAHUS UX CTPYKTYPHI; BHITTOTHUTD
KIIACCH(UKAIIMIO OCHOBHBIX THITOB CBepX(pa3oBBIX €OUHCTB, MMOCTPOCHHBIX C
UCTIOJIb30BAaHACM TIapaJUICIbHOM, ICMHOM W KOMOWHHPOBAHHOM CBS3HM MEKIY
OPEMIOKCHUSIMHA, a TaKXKe CPAaBHHUTh CTPYKTYpHBIC OCOOCHHOCTH M CpEACTBa
CBSI3HOCTH, XapakTepHble Il (parMeHTOB Ha JPEBHEKUTAHCKOM M COBPEMEHHOM
KUTaHCKOM SI3bIKaX.

Bonbmas 4yacTh NMpUMepOB Ha OPEBHEKUTAHCKOM S3bIKE 3aMMCTBOBaHa W3
CIEeIYIONINX Tpou3BeAcHUM: «M3H-13b», «/a cioay», «WkyH 10H», «ao 13 m3UHY,
«Jlynp roit». Caepx(pa3oBblc €IMHCTBA Ha COBPEMCHHOM KHUTAHCKOM SI3BIKE
npezicTaBlIeHbl pparMeHTaMu pomana «Cso-aity (aBrop — Ukan AinmH).

B ocHoBe HacTosmIei pabOTH JICKUT TEOPUS AKTyalbHOTO WICHCHHS, OCHOBBI
KOTOPOW 3aJIOKEHBI TPeACTaBHTENSIMH  [Ipaskckoll  JIMHTBHCTHYECKOH  TITKOJTBI
B. Maresuycom, . @upbacom u @. J[anemem. CormacHo 3TOH TEOpUU aKTyalbHOE
YJieHEeHHe BBITIONIHSAETCS B J1Ba 9Tana. Ha mepBoM kaxaoe mpeiokeHue, BXOIIee B
paccMarpuBaeMoe CBepX(ppa3oBoe EIMHCTBO, pa3OMBacTCA Ha JABE YaCTU: TEMYy U
pemy. Cpazy 3aMeTHM, Y9TO B TIPEMJIOKCHHUSX C MPSIMBIM TIOPSIKOM CJIOB TEME
COOTBETCTBYET TPyITa MOIekKaliero, a peMe — Tpymma ckazyeMmoro. Bropoii sTam
aHallM3a 3aKJII0YaeTcs B YCTaHOBICHHH TeMa-peMaTHYeCKOW INpOorpeccruu, KOTOpPOi
COOTBETCTBYET CTPYKTYpa pacCMaTpUBAEMOr0 HaMHu (parMeHTa.

B mnepBoil TmnaBe Hacroslledl MoOHOTpagHUHM H3NaratoTcs Uedb U 3a7adyd
WCCITEIOBAaHMs, S3BIKOBOM MaTephal, METOAbl MCCIIENOBaHUs, a TaKXe TPUBOIUTCS
KpaTKHii 0630p TUTEpaTyphl.

Bropas miaBa IOCBSIIEHAa aHaIU3y CTPYKTYpPhl CBEPX(PPazOBBIX EIUHCTB Ha
JpeBHEKUTalickoM si3bike. [Ipexkae Bcero manararoTcsi MPUHIUNB BEIYJIEHEHUS TEMBI
(W peMbl) W3 OTHCNBHBIX TPEANIOKEHHUN. 3aTeM HCCIEAYITCS CBepX(ppa3oBbie
€IWHCTBA Ha JPEBHEKUTAWCKOM S3bIKE, KOTOPHIM B COOTBETCTBHE CTaBATCS
TeMa-peMaTHYeCKUue Tporpeccud. PaccMarpuBaroTcsi cBepX(pa3oBBIC €IWHCTBA,
IIOCTPOCHHBIE C MCIIOJIb30BAaHUEM I1apaJUICIIbHOM CBS3M, IapajUIelIbHOW CBA3M C
YyepeloBaHUEM TeM, TMapaijielbHOM CBSI3W C TIOCTOSHHOH TeMOW, a Takxke
MePEXJIECTHOTO, IIETTHOTO 1 KOMOMHHUPOBAHHOTO CIIOCO00B.

TpeTbs TiIaBa MOCBAIICHAa CTPYKTYPHOMY aHAJIN3Y CBEPX(Pa3oBbIX €IWHCTB Ha
COBpEMEHHOM KuTaiickoM s3bike. CHauana oOCyKIOaroTcCsl NMPUHIMIILI BBIYJICHEHUS
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TEMBl W3 OTAENbHBIX NPEATIOKECHWHA. 3areM paccMaTpuBaiOTCS CBEpX(pa3oBBIC
€IWHCTBA, COOTBETCTBYIONIME  pa3HBIM  TeMa-peMaTHUYeCKUM  IMPOTPECCHSIM.
Brmonasercs  kmaccudukanus — CBEpX(pa3oBBIX  CAWHCTB, IIOCTPOCHHBIX €
WCTOJb30BAHUEM TMapauleTbHONW, LEemHOW M KOMOWHUPOBAaHHOM CBA3M MEXIY
IPEATOKECHUSIMH.

B derBepTOif TIaBe BBIMOIMHACTCS CPAaBHEHHME XapaKTEPHBIX OCOOEHHOCTEH
cBepX()pa3oBBIX EIMHCTB Ha JPEBHEKUTAHCKOM W COBPEMEHHOM KHMTAHCKOM S3BIKax.
IToxazaHo, YTO B COBpEeMEHHOM KUTAaHCKOM S3BIKE (B OTIMYHE OT APEBHEKUTAHCKOIO)
JIOCTAaTOYHO CJIOXHO BCTPETUTH CTPYKTYPHI THINA |T 1, 12, T3 | R1, R, R4, a Takke
. IIpoune Tema-peMaTHueckue IpPOrpeccHud MOKHO ©e3 ocoboro Tpynma
BCTPETHUTH TIPH aHaJM3e CBepX(pa3oBEIX SIUHCTB KaK Ha IPEBHEKUTANCKOM, Tak U Ha

COBPEMEHHOM KUTaNCKOM SI3BIKE.

B  mHacrosmieli MoHOTpaduM  IIOKa3aHO, YTO TJIaBHas OCOOCHHOCTH
cBepX(hpa3oBBIX €IMHCTB Ha JIPEBHEKUTANCKOM SI3BIKE 3aKJTIOUAETCS B BEPTHKAILHOM,
TOPU3OHTANBHOM W JWaroHambHOW cuMMeTpuu. [Ipu 5TOM CHHTaKCHUYECKMA
Tapajulesn3M, JIOCTHTAaeMBIH 3a CUET TIOBTOPOB, BHICTYITA€T B KadyecTBE TIIABHOTO
crocoba TOCTPOCHUS Tekcra. B To ke Bpemsl cCBepxX(pa3oBble CIUHCTBA Ha
COBPEMEHHOM KHTAWCKOM $SI3BIKE WJIM XapaKTEPU3YIOTCS YACTHMYHON BEPTHUKAILHOU
CUMMETpHEH, WIM BOBCE HECHMMETpHWYHBI. JlekcHYeckue CcpencrBa CBSI3HOCTH
(WCTIONIb30BaHUE JIEKCHYECKUX TOBTOPOB, Pa3lUYHBIX MECTOWMEHWH W CHHOHHMOB)
BBIXOJIST Ha TIEPBEIi MJIaH.

[larast TmaBa TOCBAIIECHA BOMPOCAM WCIOIB30BAHUS TEOPUM aKTYallbHOTO
YlieHEeHUs] TIpEAJIOKEHUH B ydeOHOM Tmpormecce. B  YacTHOCTH, 3Ta Teopwus
UCTIONB3yeTCsl AN PasbsACHEHUS PA3NUYHBIX TPaMMaTHYECKUX SABICHUHM, I
BBIPa0OTKH HABBIKOB, HEOOXONMMEBIX JJIsi HANMCAHWS COYMHEHHWH HAa COBPEMEHHOM
KHTalWCKOM S3bIKEe W O0JIETYeHUs BEIYUHBAHUS IPEBHEKUTAHCKIX TEKCTOB.

[llectas rmaBa comep>KUT BHIBOIBI, HOBH3HY HCCIICIOBAHUS, €r0 HEAOCTATKU U
JlaTbHEHTITNE TTEPCIIEKTUBBI.

B npunmokeHUH TPUBOIUTCSA TaONMIIA ¢ TeMa-peMaTHYECKUMU IMPOTPECCHAMU,
TTOIXOISIIMMHI TSl OTIMCAaHUsT CBepX(pa3oBBIX EAWHCTB HAa PYCCKOM, aHTIMHCKOM,
JIPCBHCKUTACKOM M COBPEMCHHOM KHTaliCKOM s3bIKax. OJTa Tabimuia Jaer
BO3MOXXHOCTH CJIEJIaTh BBIBOZ O TOM, YTO TCOPHUS aKTyalIbHOTO HWJICHEHUS IO3BOJISICT
aJIeKBaTHO OTHCHIBATh CTPYKTYPY CBepX(Pa3oBBIX €AWHCTB, HAMUCAHHBIX Ha S3BIKAX
Pa3IMYHBIX THUIIOB, M K TOMY k€ KaK JPEBHUX, BBINICAIINX U3 YHOTpeOIeHUs, TaK U
COBPEMEHHBIX.

HoBusHa ucciaemoBanus.

1) Teopust akTyaj pbHOTO HWICHEHHWS WCIOIB3YETCS [UISI CTPYKTYPHOTO aHaiIM3a
cBepX(pa3oBbIX €AMHCTB HA IPEBHEKUTANCKOM SI3BIKE JIOIMHBCKOM 3ITOXH.

2) DBbimomHEHO CcpaBHEHHE CTPYKTYPHBIX OCOOCHHOCTEH cBepxdpa3oBbIX
€IMHCTB Ha JPEBHEKUTAWCKOM U COBPEMEHHOM KHTalCKOM S3bIKaX.

3) BemonHeHa kiaccu(UKAIUS OCHOBHBIX THUIIOB TeMa-peMaTUUICCKUX
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IIPOTpeccHii Ha MaTepHuaie APCBHEKUTANCKOTO M COBPEMEHHOTO KUTAHCKOTO S3BIKOB.

4) Tloka3zaHO, YTO TEOPHs aKTyallbHOTO WIEHEHHs MOXET OBITh HCIONb30BaHa
JUISL OTIMCAaHUS CBepX(Pa3oBBIX CAWHCTB, HAITMCAHHBIX Ha S3BIKAX PAa3IMIHBEIX THIIOB,
BKITIOYas! APEBHEKUTANCKHIA.

TeopeTnueckas 3HAYUMOCTE.

1) Teopus axTyanpbHOrO 4ICHEHMS IIOAXOIUT JUISL OIUCAHHUS CTPYKTYpHI
CBepX(pa3oBHIX SANHCTB Ha IPEBHEKUTAHCKOM S3BIKE.

2) I'maBHOE CpENCTBO CBS3HOCTH IPEBHEKUTANCKUX TEKCTOB — BEPTUKANbHAL,
TOPU30OHTANbHAs W [WaroHalbHas CHMMETpHsS, TOTAa Kak Ui (parMeHToB Ha
COBPEMEHHOM KHTaHCKOM S3bIKC B KaueCTBE IVIABHBIX BBICTYNAIOT JICKCHUCCKHE
CpENCTBA CBSI3HOCTH.

ITpakTiueckass 3HaYUMOCTh HACTOSILEH PabOTBHI 3aKNIOYAETCS B TOM, YTO €€
Pe3yIbTaThl MOT'YT OBITH HCIIOIB30BaHBI B y4eOHOM IIPOLECCE, a TAKIKE IIPU IIEPEBOIE
C IPEBHEKUTANCKOTO SA3bIKA.

KmroueBrle coBa: aHanm3 qucKypca, TeMa-peMaTHiecKue IPOrpeccui, CpecTBa
CBSI3HOCTH TEKCTa, BEPTHKAIbHAs, TOPH30HTAJbHAs W JWArOHAIBHAS CHMMETPHS,
HapaJuleNiu3M, IEMHOM, epEXIeCTHRI 1 KOMOWHUPOBAHHBII CIIOCOOBI CBSI3M MEXIY
IIPEATIOKECHUSIMH.
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